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From the Principal
Dear Parent/Guardian and Student:

The administration, faculty, and staff welcome you to Fort Cherry Jr./Sr. High School, Home of the
Rangers. Fort Cherry HS is a learning community consisting of grades 7-12 primarily located in
Washington County, Pennsylvania. Established in 1959 upon amerger of community high schools
located in Hickory, McDonald, Midway, Fort Cherrymaintains a proud tradition of excellence in
academics and athletics.

Fort Cherry HS is a full-service, inclusive learning community, addressing the needs of young learners
by providing them a variety of programs that can be adapted to accommodate an array of interests at
their respective grade levels. In addition to innovative curricula, Fort Cherry offers many
extracurricular activities to complement students’ educational experiences. This course registration
handbook denotes course offerings and policies pertinent to students in grades 9-12. Parents and
students are encouraged to thoroughly review this handbook, as to ensure timely fulfillment of
graduation requirements and optimization of post-secondary opportunities. For additional
information, please contact us at 724.796.1551 or visit our website at www.fortcherry.org.

Dr. Trisha Craig
Principal

From the School Counselors
Dear Parent/Guardian and Students:

Our role, as your school counselors, is to provide information and counselor services in matters relating
to students’ personal, social, educational, and vocational needs. Ourmajor task is to see that our
students graduate after having experienced a rich and rewarding high school career.

The services of the School Counseling Department are provided through individual interviews, small
and large groupmeetings, newsletters, and other informational processes. Themeetings together may
concern test results, scheduling, grades, personal concerns, post-high school plans, or any number of
other issues that can arise from life in high school.

This guide has been prepared after much thought and investigation. It has been designed tomeet the
needs of all students. Read the guide carefully. Notice that the school offers a wide variety of subject
matter, all of which are intended to educate the student thoroughly.

We encourage the parents of all students tomeet with us regarding student achievement, educational
planning, or any concern, whichmight arise. If youwould like to set up ameeting, please call
724.796.1551 and ask for the counseling office.We look forward to working with you this school year!

ReganMcGlennon & ErinWilson
School Counselors
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Graduation Requirements
All Fort Cherry School District students must earn passing grades to earn course credits.
Additionally, Students must meet state graduation requirements on page 6.

Subject Area Credits MinimumCourse
Requirements

Additional CourseOptions for
Completion

English 4.0 English 9 or Honors
English 10 or Honors

Communications
Literature & Life Experience
TheDrama Experience

Sports Literature & Film
AP English Literature &
Composition#
CHSArgument#

Math 3.0 Algebra I or
iAlgebra 1A/1B
Geometry

Algebra 2
AP Pre-Calculus
Financial Math

CHS/AP Calculus#
CHS/AP Statistics#

Science 3.0 Biology or Honors
Chemistry
Physics or
Conceptual Physics

Anatomy/Physiology
Chemistry 2
AP Biology#

APChemistry#
AP Physics#

Social Studies 3.0 USHistory 1
USHistory 2 or
AP/CHSUSHistory#

AP/CHSUSHistory#
Political Science & Economics
Sociology
World Conflict

Psychology
AP Psychology#
CHSWestern Civilization#

Fine Arts/
Humanities

2.0 N/A Art 1–4
Band
Chorus
Communications
Literature & Life Experience
TheDrama Experience
Political Science & Economics
Sociology
World Conflict

FCMultimedia 1–4
Sports Literature & Film
AP English Literature &
Composition#
CHSArgument#
Psychology
AP Psychology#
CHSWestern Civilization#
German 1–4
Spanish 1–4

Wellness/Health 2.0 Wellness 9, 10, 11, and 12

Facts and Finance 0.5

Electives 5.0

Career Pathways 1.0 Career Pathways 9, 10, 11, and 12
Includes completion of graduation presentation and all local career artifacts.
Completion of Civics Exam taken during USHistory 2 or CHS/APUSHistory.

State Assessment Proficient/Advanced Scores on Keystone Algebra I, Biology, and Literature
or

Demonstration of proficiency via an alternative pathway

TOTAL CREDITS 23.5

#Indicates weighted credit for GPA.

4



Western Area CTC/ParkwayWest CTC
Students have the option to attend eitherWestern Area CTC (WACTC) or ParkwayWest CTC (PWCTC)
for vocational education. CTC students who fail full credit courses in a school year will not be permitted
to continue the following year in a CTC program unless the credits are obtained in summer school. If a
student fails his/her program atWACTC/PWCTC for the year, they will lose elective credits andmust
alsomake up any course that was waived at Fort Cherry in lieu of attendance atWACTC/PWCTC. CTC
students must be sure that their senior schedule will enable them tomeet all Fort Cherry High School
graduation requirements. If a CTC student is not projected tomeet all graduation requirements by the
end of the senior year, the student will not be permitted to continue in the CTC program during the
senior year. For students who attend as completers (3 years atWACTC or 4 years at PWCTC), the
graduation requirements are as follows.

Subject Area WACTC
Credits

PWCTC
Credits

MinimumCourse
Requirements

Additional CourseOptions for
Completion

English 4.0 4.0 English 9 or Honors
English 10 or Honors

Communications
Literature & Life

Experience
TheDrama Experience

Sports Literature & Film
AP English Literature &
Composition#
CHSArgument#

Math 3.0 3.0 Algebra I
Geometry

Algebra 2
AP Pre-Calculus
Financial Math

CHS/AP Calculus#
CHS/AP
Statistics#

Science 3.0 3.0 Biology or Honors
Chemistry Physics
or Conceptual
Physics

Anatomy/Physiology
Chemistry 2
AP Biology#

APChemistry#
AP Physics#

Social Studies 3.0 3.0 USHistory 1
USHistory 2 or
AP/CHSUSHistory#

AP/CHSUSHistory#
Political Science &
Economics
Sociology
World Conflict

Psychology
AP Psychology#
CHSWestern
Civilization#

CTC Program 12.0 16.0

Wellness/Health 2.0 2.0 Wellness 9, 10, 11 and 12

Facts and
Finance

0.5 (Waived)

Electives 2.0 (Waived)

Career Pathways 1.0 1.0 Career Pathways 9, 10, 11, and 12
Includes completion of graduation presentation

and all local career artifacts.
Completion of Civics Exam taken during USHistory 2

or CHS/APUSHistory

State
Assessment

Proficient/Advanced Scores on Keystone Algebra I, Biology, and Literature
or

Demonstration of proficiency via an alternative pathway

TOTAL CREDITS 30.5 32.0

#Indicates weighted credit for GPA.
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Per Pennsylvania law (Act 136 of 2020) all Fort Cherry School District Students must
meet statewide graduation requirements using one of five pathways.

PATHWAY1: KEYSTONE PROFICIENCY
Achieve proficiency (score of 1500+) on each of the three Keystone subject exams:
Biology, Algebra, and Literature.

PATHWAY2: KEYSTONECOMPOSITE SCORE
Tomeet proficiency through this pathway, students must pass the associated Keystone
course (Algebra I, Biology, and/or English 10), score aminimum of “Basic” in all three
exams, have at least one score Proficient or Advanced, andmust have a composite
score of the 3 subject tests equaling 4452 or higher.
COVID note: Students who took Algebra I, Biology, or 10th Grade English in 2019–20 and
who earned passing grades in these courses are presumed proficient based on their
passing grade in the course they took in 2019–20. This Keystone score is identified as
“Non-numeric Proficient” or NNP. In this case, the composite score needed for this
pathway is 2939 on the remaining 2 exams.

PATHWAY3: ALTERNATEASSESSMENT
Students in this pathwaymust pass the associated Keystone course (Algebra I, Biology,
and/ or English 10), and one of the following:
• Attainment of an established score on an approved alternate assessment

(SAT, PSAT, ACT, ASVAB)
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT): score 1010
PSAT: score of 970
ACT: score of 21

• Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery exam: theminimum score to gain
admittance to a branch of the armed services in the year the student graduates;

• Attainment of an established score on an Advanced Placement Program in an
academic content area associated with each Keystone Exam onwhich the student
did not achieve at least a proficient score;

• Successful completion of a college-in-high school (CHS) course in an academic
content area associated with each Keystone Exam in which the student did not
achieve at least a proficient score;

• Successful completion of a pre-apprenticeship program (ex. German American
Chamber of Commerce); or

• Acceptance in an accredited 4-year nonprofit institution of higher education and
evidence of the ability to enroll in college-level coursework.
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PATHWAY4: EVIDENCE-BASED
Students in this pathway must pass the associated Keystone course (Algebra I, Biology,
and/ or English 10), and show evidence of a variety of evidence that meets state
requirements. A total of three artifacts are required, including a minimum of one piece
of evidence from Section 1.
Section 1 Artifacts
• Silver level on ACTWorkKeys
• Minimum score of 630 on any SAT Subject Test
• A score of 3 or higher on any Advanced Placement (AP) exam relevant to a

student’s career plan and goals.
• Successful completion of a dual enrollment course. The coursemust be a

credit-bearing, non-remedial college-level course.
• Earn a passing grade, as evidenced by a high school transcript or college transcript,

on any college-level course consistent with the student’s goals and career plans. The
coursemust be an LEA-approved, credit-bearing, non-remedial college-level course.

• Earn an industry-recognized credential, aligned to the student’s goals and career
plans, as identified in PDE guidance documents for Career & Technical Education
Programs.

• Demonstrate acceptance into an other-than-4-year program in an accredited
non-profit institution of higher education.

Section 2 Artifacts
• Attainment of Proficient or Advanced on any Keystone Exam.
• Completion of an approved service-learning project.
• Complete an internship, externship, or cooperative education program, as

evidenced by locally established documentation.
• Comply with NCAA’s Division II core courses for college-bound student athletes,

with aminimumGPA of 2.0 or the equivalent on an alternate grading scale.
• Provide documentation guaranteeing sustained full-time employment:

1. Averaging at least 30 hours per week, or
2. 130 hours per month, or
3. Multiple jobs that, in aggregate, are reasonably commensurate with full-timework.

PATHWAY5: CAREERANDTECHNICAL CENTER
Students in a CTC programmust pass the associated Keystone course (Algebra I,
Biology, and/or English 10) for which they did not pass the Keystone Exam, and
complete local CTC requirements while earning an industry-recognized credential
through a “Competent” or “Advanced” score on the NOCTI/NIMS exam.
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Career Artifacts
Each year, students will participate in career exploration activities, both individually and in small groups.
Such activities will focus on Career Awareness and Preparation, Career Acquisition (Getting a Job),
Career Retention and Advancement, and Entrepreneurship. Artifacts will be placed into the Naviance
Student Portal for digital archiving. Upon successful completion and submission of required
documentation, students will be graded on a Pass/Fail basis and issued 0.25 credits each year towards
graduation, grades 9-12.
Grade Activities Completed

9 • Strengths Explorer assessment
• Learning & Productivity assessment
• Game Plan Survey

10 • Career Interest Profiler and survey
• Build a Résumé
• Develop a personal budget
• Develop a business plan
• Personality Assessment and Survey
• Academic and Career goals

11 • SuperMatch College search
• Build Résumé
• Build Career list
• Skills Assessment and Survey
• Complete Game Plan Survey

12 • Senior Exit Interview
• Complete Game Plan Survey
• Build Résumé
• Build Career list

Career & College Readiness Opportunities
Yearly, the School Counselors will provide opportunities to discuss career and college readiness.
Examples of typical events include:

• Individual counselingmeetings to discuss course selections and career planning
• Opportunities to attend college and/or trade fairs
• Parent informational meetings

To discuss specific career or college readiness questions, please contact your child’s school counselor
directly to set up an appointment.

Naviance Student
Fort Cherry School District uses Naviance Student as a resource for students
seeking career and college readiness opportunities. This portal allows students
to complete interest inventories, explore careers, explore post-secondary
training, and apply to post-secondary opportunities via the Common
Application. Parents have view-only access to their child’s Naviance portal.
Please contact your child’s school counselor if you require the access code.
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Promotion
Students will qualify for promotion to the next grade level as indicated below:

For Promotion To: Required Criteria
Grade 10 5 credits

Grade 11 12 credits

Grade 12 19 credits

Students in eleventh gradewho have earned a total of eighteen (18) credits towards graduation, and
who are scheduled for the additional required courses for graduation will be promoted to the twelfth
grade. Students who fail to achieve necessary credits required for promotion are reassigned to a
homeroom at the appropriate grade level. Students in Grades 7 and 8who are retainedwill repeat the
entire grade level, including all courses. Students in Grades 9–12 are scheduled to repeat required
courses which they have not yet successfully completed, but they progress to the next level in subject
areas where they have succeeded. Should students accumulate enough credits to rejoin their original
class, the appropriate reassignment will be approved for the subsequent school year.

Grading Scale
Final grades will be an average (mean) of the four nine-week percentages. The following alpha/numeric
grading scale will be used for all courses. Percentage averages are reported as a part of a student’s
permanent school (grades 7-12) transcript with cumulative averages noted for grades 9–12.

Grade Percentage
A/Excellent 90–100%

B/Above Average 80–89%

C/Average 70–79%

D/BelowAverage 60–69%

F/Failing (no credit) 50–59%

IMPORTANT NOTE: During the first three (3) grading periods, a student will not be able to earn lower
than a grade of 50%. During the fourth (4th) and final grading period, the student will receive the grade
earned, which could be lower than 50%. A passing grade for a course is 60% or higher.

Percentage averages will remain as percentages for application toward class rank, honor roll, etc.

Course Failures
Students repeating a course that they failed will earn credit for the repeating class upon successful
completion. Both the failing and passing grade percentages will show on the student’s transcript and
will be averaged for QPA and class rank. Students who repeat a course that was passedwill only receive
one credit for the course. Both courses will show on the transcript, but only the first class will count
towards GPA and class rank. If a student fails a course, he/she has the option to take that course in an
approved 60- hour summer school program. Credit towards graduation will be assigned, but the grade
receivedwill not count in determining the student’s GPA.
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Grading Procedures/Guidelines
Attendance
Attendance on a regular basis is essential for success in school and classes. If any class work is missed
due to emergency or illness, it is the student’s responsibility tomake arrangements with the teacher to
domake-upwork within the time allowed. Failure to complete work within the time allowedmay result
in a failing grade for the workmissed or an Incomplete for the course. Per FCSD Policy 204, after ten
(10) total absences for any reason, medical documentation will be required for any future absence.
Additional penalties including denial of credit or referral for truancy to amagisterial district judge or
Children and Youth Services may be used to improve school attendance.

Teacher Grading Policies
Teachers will present a copy of their grading policy to the Building Principal yearly. If there are items
in the grading policy that the teacher and administration cannot agree upon after a conference, the
administration shall have the final say in the determination of the policy. It is recommended that
each teacher go over their grading policy with their students the first day of school.

Full-Year Courses
Final grades for full-year courses are an average of the following: four (4) nine-weekmarking period
grades, weighted at 25% eachwith a final exam/project factored into the fourthmarking period.
Students must earn aminimum 60% average to receive credit for full-year courses.

Semester Courses
Final grades for semester courses are an average of the following: two (2) nine-week grades,
weighted at 50% eachwith a final exam/project factored into the secondmarking period. Students
must earn aminimum 60% average to receive credit for semester courses.

Incompletes (I’s)
Incompletes (I’s) can be issued to students upon principal’s approval for extenuating circumstances,
which inhibited completion of assignments. Extenuating circumstances include, but are not limited to
prolonged illnesses, medical emergencies, death of immediate family members, and court-ordered
obligations. An incompletemust be clearedwithin two (2) calendar weeks of the date of report card
release—unless the principal grants a time extension—or unfinished assignments will convert to zeros
and an appropriate gradewill be assigned for the respectivemarking period. It is the student’s
responsibility tomake up all outstanding assignments upon issuance of an incomplete, and the teacher’s
responsibility to issue a grade upon completion of that work.

Class Rank
To compute class rank, final percentages are used.More rigorous courses are weighted through the
addition of ten(10) extra percentage points. Percentage points are divided by the number of credits
earned by the student. A cumulative grade point average is determined from utilizing ALL final course
grades, includingWellness, Facts & Finance, and Health, attained in grades 9, 10, 11, and 12.

Class rank is computed at the end of the academic year in grades 10, 11 and 12. To determine honor
graduate designations for graduating seniors, class rank is also calculated at the conclusion of the
third nine-weeks; however, final class rank is not validated until after the school year has ended and
final course grades have been issued.
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Traditional FCSDGrading Percentages Percentages Awarded inWeighted Course
A: 90–100% 100–110%

B: 80–89% 90–99%

C: 70–79% 80–89%

D: 60–69% 70–79%

F: 50–59% 60–69%

Honor Roll
The honor roll will be determined four (4) times each school year based on grades received for themost
recent nine-week grading period. The honor roll for the Fort Cherry Junior-Senior High School is
determined as follows:

Honors Classification Grade Percent Average
Highest Honors 95% or above

High Honors 90–94.999%

Honors 80–89.999%

Students are not eligible for honor roll consideration if they have received a “D”, “F”, or an “I” in any
course. Students will have two (2) weeks from the last day of the nine-weeks tomake up incomplete
work and change the “I” to a letter grade for honor roll consideration. Teachers must notify the school
office in writing of the grade changewithin the two-week period. The exception will be the last nine
weeks during which all workmust bemade up before school dismisses for the year.

National Honor Society
To be eligible for membership in the National Honor Society (NHS), a student must be a sophomore,
junior, or senior. Academically eligible students will be asked to complete an application that will be
reviewed by a faculty panel for membership. Selection for membership is based on outstanding
scholarship, character, leadership and service, as outlined below. Students who are selected for
membership will be required to document their activities and volunteer hours yearly as well as
partake in a chapter volunteer activity twice yearly (one activity per semester) in order tomaintain
membership.

Eligibility Requirements

Characteristic Requirement(s)
Scholarship Minimum cumulative GPA of 3.5

Leadership Grade 10 Applicants
• Three (3) extracurricular

and/or co-curricular activities in
grades 9-10

• Two (2) leadership positions or
experiences held in school or
community.

Grade 11 Applicants
• Four (4) extracurricular and/or

co-curricular activities in grades 9-12
• Three (3) leadership positions or

experiences held in school or community.
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Service • This involves voluntary contributionsmade by a student to the school or
community, donewithout compensation. Students must document aminimum of
two (2) community service activities completed either in the school and/or
community.

• If a student has thirty or more hours of service in one specific activity, in alignment
with the previous requirements, this can be substituted for the two documented
activities.

Character • The Faculty Council will determine character with supplemental information
provided by the faculty of Fort Cherry High School. An individual of good
character consistently exemplifies desirable qualities of behavior (friendliness,
kindness), cooperates by complying with school regulations concerning property,
programs, halls, etc., demonstrates the highest standards of honesty and
reliability, regularly shows courtesy, concern, and respect for others, and
exemplifies positive attitudes. Discipline records will be reviewed.

Maintenance ofMembership

NHSMembers should understand fully that they are subject to dismissal with due process if they do
not maintain the standards of scholarship, leadership, service, and character that were used as a basis
for their selection. All members will be re-evaluated each semester and any student who fails to
maintain standards will be issued a written warning from the National Honor Society Advisor. Upon
receipt of a warning, the student will be given one semester to once again achieve the required
standards for scholarship, leadership, service and character.

Maintenance Requirements

Characteristic Requirement(s)
Scholarship Maintain cumulative GPA of 3.5

Leadership • Hold at least one (1) leadership position yearly.
• Participate in at least one (1) school-related extra-curriclular yearly.

Service • Students must perform 10 hours of community service.
• Students must partake in two chapter volunteer activities each year.
• Students may continue the same community service activities or choose new

activities.
• Documentationmust be provided.

Character • The Faculty Council will determine Character with supplemental information
provided by the faculty of Fort Cherry High School. Disciplinary records will be
reviewed yearly and on an ongoing basis.
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Academic Support
Fort Cherry School District remains committed to the success of all students, which includes providing
a robust system of academic interventions and support both in the classroom and through programs
designed to assist students.

Tutoring
Before-school tutoring services are available with any teacher from 7:15-7:45 AM. Please contact
your child’s specific teacher to schedule an appointment.

Intervention Period
Content teachers are available throughout the day as intervention teachers to provide academic
support and remediation in content areas. Students may be directed to attend a specific intervention
period by their classroom teacher, Student Supports Coordinator, or member of the administration.

RISE Tutoring
The purpose of RISE is to provide academic support to students in need. RISE occurs daily from
2:45–3:45 PM in the Learning Commons, with ELA andMath-specific tutoring available on selected
days. Please check the televisions in the Cafeteria andMain Lobby for more information on these days.
No appointment is necessary to attend.

AIRE
AIRE is a flexible time to provide academic interventions, remediation, and enrichment to students.
AIRE occurs daily from 7:50–8:20 AM. Students should log their location by checking in with their
Homeroom teacher and using the e-Hallpass system to schedule.

Advanced Placement (AP) Courses

Students may earn college credit and/or advanced standing at many colleges by achieving appropriate
scores on Advanced Placement (AP) exams offered by the College Board eachMay. Students who elect
to take an AP coursemust take the AP exam.

Students prepare for these exams by taking one ormore of the following AP courses:
AP Biology
AP Calculus
AP Chemistry
AP Computer Science Principles
AP English Literature & Composition

AP Physics 1
AP Pre-Calculus
AP Psychology
AP Statistics
APUSHistory

The family of the enrolled student is required to pay the fee for the AP Exam. Students who earn a
passing score of a 3will be reimbursed for the cost of the AP Exam upon submitting a copy of the score
report and a copy of the canceled check or receipt proving payment. Students who take the AP exam
will have a weighted grade assigned to them. If a student does not take the AP exam, that student will
not receive a weighted grade.

In addition, the following AP courses have required laboratories that must be taken during the same
school year– Biology, Chemistry, Physics 1. Laboratory grades will be based on a pass/fail system.
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College in High School (CHS) Courses

College in High School (CHS) courses are offered through the University of Pittsburgh and are taught
by an approved instructor at Fort Cherry High School. Current CHS courses being offered are
Argument, Biology, Statistics, andWestern Civilization 2. Students who elect to take a CHS coursemust
take the course for college credit through the University of Pittsburgh. Students are responsible for
registering for and completing the Pitt Placement Test. Students who pass the Placement test may
request reimbursement for the cost. Further information will be provided to students who register for
the course. Parents/ Guardians/Students are required to pay the fee for the college course credit.
Students who earn a “C” or better for a final grademay request reimbursement for the cost of the
college course, upon submitting the appropriate documentation to the Business Office. Students who
take CHS courses will have a weighted grade assigned to them.

Online High School Course Credit/College Course Credit

For advancement purposes, a student who successfully completes an accredited 120-hour course
through CCAC, or any approved educational entity throughout the year will be permitted to have that
credit count toward graduation. For recovery purposes, a student who successfully completes an
accredited 60-hour course through CCAC, or any approved educational entity throughout the year
will be permitted to have that credit count toward graduation. The course and gradewill appear on the
student’s permanent transcripts; however, the gradewill not be included in the computation of Grade
Point Average. Prior to enrollment in the course, the student’s school counselor must approve any
course intended for use towards graduation requirements.
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Commencement
CommencementMarching Requirements

• Students must havemet all credit requirements in order tomarch in graduation ceremonies.
• Students cannot march or graduate if they have not yet taken all required courses toward graduation.
• A student who has taken and failed nomore than two (2) required courses maymarch if they

provide documentation to the Building Principal that they are enrolled in an approved summer
school program tomake up the courses. In this case, theymaymarch but will receive a blank folder
(no diploma). These students will receive the Fort Cherry High School diploma upon successful
completion of summer school course(s).

• Students must clear all financial obligations in order tomarch.

Graduation Honors

The School Board desires to recognize and honor those graduating secondary students who have
demonstrated outstanding academic achievement during their high school careers by conferring upon
certain students the honor of designation as Valedictorian and Salutatorian.

Honor Requirement(s)
Valedictorian The graduating student who has achieved the highest grade point average for

secondary coursework completed during grades nine through twelve will be
honored as Valedictorian of his/her graduating class. For a graduating student to be
considered for the honor of Valedictorian s/hemust have attended Fort Cherry
High School for at least two (2) complete years, one of which being the senior year.
The Valedictorian shall be recognized as such in connection with the graduation
ceremonies.

Salutatorian When only one (1) student within a graduation class is conferred with the honor of
Valedictorian, the honor of Salutatorian will be conferred to the student or
students who has/have attained the second highest grade point average for
secondary coursework completed in grades nine through twelve. In the event two
(2) or more students are being honored as Valedictorian, there will be no
designation of Salutatorian. For a graduating student to be considered for the
honor of Salutatorian, s/hemust have attended Fort Cherry High School for at least
two (2) complete years, one of which being the senior year.

Honor Graduates Students with a 3.5 and above quality point average in secondary course work
(grades nine through twelve) will have the distinction of being honor graduates.
• Students graduating with a 4.0 and above quality point average will be

recognized for graduating with highest honors, summa cum laude.
• Students graduating with a 3.75 to 3.99 quality point average will be

recognized with high honors, magna cum laude.
• Students graduating with a 3.5 to 3.74 quality point average will be recognized

with honors, cum laude.

15



Course Registration Process
General Guidelines

• All students must carry aminimum of six (6) full credit subjects in addition toWellness (previously
called Physical Education). Health for grades 9 and 11 are integrated intoWellness 9 &Wellness 11.

• Students in grade 10 are required to take Facts & Finance (except as waived for PWCTC students).
• Students must repeat any required course for which a student received a failing grade.
• Any deviation from the required program of studies must be pre-approved by the Building Principal.

Schedule Changes or Add/Drop Requests

• A parent approval is needed for all schedule changes. Either a written/signed note or email from the
parent to the school counselor will be accepted.

• Parent-approved student schedule change requests will be honored prior to the start of school and
during a two (2) week add/drop period at the start of the school year for a year-long course and the
start of the semester for a semester-long course. After the end of this period, a
parent/student/teacher conference and administrative approval is required for any schedule change.

Career Pathways Programs

As part of its career and college readiness focus, Fort Cherry School District employs a variety of
strategies to encourage students to explore a variety of career pathways options. The following pages
are suggested course sequences related to these career pathways.

16



General Studies/Career & College Program
Overview
Fort Cherry’s General Studies programming provides students with course offerings in all content
areas, including rigorous advanced programming leading to potential advanced standing for students
wishing to go to a college or university. This pathwaymeets graduation requirements, and it should
serve as themodel schedule selection for students not participating in Agriculture or in a program at
ParkwayWest CTC orWestern Area CTC.
While not required by Fort Cherry’s graduation requirements, courses in grey boxes are STRONGLY
RECOMMENDED for all students.

Course Sequence
Content Area Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

English English 9 or Honors English 10 or Honors Choose two:
• Communications
• Literature and Life Experience
• TheDrama Experience
• Sports Literature & Film
• AP English Literature & Composition#
• CHSArgument#

Math Algebra 1
iAlgebra 1A
Geometry

Geometry
iAlgebra 1B

• Algebra 2
• AP Pre-Calculus
• AP Statistics
• iGeometry

• iAlgebra 2
• Financial Math
• AP/CHS Statistics
• AP/CHSCalculus

Science Biology/Honors Chemistry • AP Biology
• APChemistry
• Anatomy/Physiology
• Physics*
• Conceptual Physics*

• Physics*
• Conceptual Physics*
• Anatomy/Physiology
• AP Biology
• APChemistry
• AP Physics

Social Studies USHistory 1 USHistory 2 or
CHSUSHistory

• AP/CHSUSHistory#
• Political Science

& Economics
• Sociology
• World Conflict
• Psychology
• AP Psychology#
• CHSWestern

Civilization#

• AP/CHSUSHistory#
• Political Science

& Economics
• Sociology
• World Conflict
• Psychology
• AP Psychology#
• CHSWestern

Civilization#

Arts/
Humanities

Select 2.0 credits of Arts/Humanities (including art, music, social studies electives,
English electives, orWorld Languages that meet your interest.

Electives Select 5.0 credits of any electives from this catalog. Electives must not be used for a
required course, nor may they be double-counted as your Arts/Humanities credits.

Wellness Wellness 9 Wellness 10 Wellness 11 Wellness 12
Facts and
Finance

Facts and Finance

Graduation
Pathways

Pathways 9 Pathways 10 Pathways 11 Pathways 12

*Physics is required for all students, per FCSD policy. However, it may be taken in either 11th or 12th grades.
#Indicates weighted credit for GPA.
Courses shaded in grey are not required, but they are STRONGLY ENCOURAGED.
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Agriculture (General) Program
Overview
Fort Cherry’s Agriculture Department has been recognized statewide as amodel program for students
wishing to explore opportunities in this field. FFAmembership is required. Completers of the General
Agriculture program earn articulated credits throughDelaware Valley University.
Course Sequence

Content Area Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

English English 9 or Honors English 10 or Honors Choose two:
• Communications
• Literature and Life Experience
• TheDrama Experience
• Sports Literature & Film
• AP English Literature & Composition#
• CHSArgument#

Math • Algebra 1
• iAlgebra 1A
• Geometry

• Geometry
• iAlgebra 1B

• Algebra 2
• AP Pre-Calculus
• AP Statistics
• iGeometry

• iAlgebra 2
• Financial Math
• AP/CHS Statistics
• AP/CHSCalculus

Science Biology Chemistry • Physics
• Conceptual Physics

• Anatomy/Physiology
• AP Biology
• APChemistry
• AP Physics

Social Studies USHistory 1 • USHistory 2
• CHSUSHistory

• AP/CHSUSHistory#
• Political Science

& Economics
• Sociology
• World Conflict
• Psychology
• AP Psychology#
• CHSWestern

Civilization#

• AP/CHSUSHistory#
• Political Science

& Economics
• Sociology
• World Conflict
• Psychology
• AP Psychology#
• CHSWestern

Civilization#

Arts/Humanities Suggested Courses:
• Entrepreneurship 1
• FCMultimedia 1
• Art
• Spanish 1
• German 1

Suggested Courses:
• Entrepreneurship 2
• FCMultimedia 2
• Art
• Spanish 2
• German 2

Suggested Courses:
• Entrepreneurship 3
• FCMultimedia 3
• Art

Suggested Courses:
• Entrepreneurship 4
• FCMultimedia 4
• Art

Wellness Wellness 9 Wellness 10 Wellness 11 Wellness 12

Facts and
Finance

• Facts and Finance

Agriculture • Intro to Agriculture
• SAE 9

• Horticulture
• Animal Science
• SAE 10

• Veterinary Science
• Agricultural

Marketing
• SAE 11

• Agricultural
Leadership/Comm
unications

• Floral Design
• SAE 12

Certifications • OSHACertification - Agriculture
• National Safe Tractor andMachinery Operator
• Youth for theQuality Care of Animals (YQCA)

• Pennsylvania Beef Quality Assurance Certification
#Indicates weighted credit for GPA.
Students completing at least 2 courses in this sequence are defined as CTCConcentrators, andwill sit for the NOCTI exam
prior to graduation.
Courses shaded in grey are not required, but they are STRONGLY ENCOURAGED.
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Agriculture (Horticulture) Program
Overview
Fort Cherry’s Agriculture Department has been recognized statewide as amodel program for students
wishing to explore opportunities in this field. FFAmembership is required. Completers of the
Horticulture program earn articulated credits throughDelaware Valley University.
(Subject to PA State Approval)
Course Sequence

Content Area Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

English English 9 or Honors English 10 or Honors Choose two:
• Communications
• Literature and Life Experience
• TheDrama Experience
• Sports Literature & Film
• AP English Literature & Composition#
• CHSArgument#

Math • Algebra 1
• iAlgebra 1A
• Geometry

• Geometry
• iAlgebra 1B

• Algebra 2
• AP Pre-Calculus
• AP Statistics
• iGeometry

• iAlgebra 2
• Financial Math
• AP/CHS Statistics
• AP/CHSCalculus

Science Biology Chemistry • Physics
• Conceptual Physics

• Anatomy/Physiology
• AP Biology
• APChemistry
• AP Physics

Social Studies USHistory 1 • USHistory 2
• CHSUSHistory

• AP/CHSUSHistory#
• Political Science

& Economics
• Sociology
• World Conflict
• Psychology
• AP Psychology#
• CHSWestern

Civilization#

• AP/CHSUSHistory#
• Political Science

& Economics
• Sociology
• World Conflict
• Psychology
• AP Psychology#
• CHSWestern

Civilization#

Arts/
Humanities

• Entrepreneurship
• Art
• Spanish 1
• German 1

• Entrepreneurship
• Art
• Spanish 2
• German 2

• Entrepreneurship
• Art

• Entrepreneurship
• Art

Wellness Wellness 9 Wellness 10 Wellness 11 Wellness 12

Facts and
Finance

Facts and Finance

Agriculture • Intro to Agriculture
• SAE 9

• Horticulture
• Conservation

Science
• SAE 10

• Hydroponic Plant
Production &
Management

• Floral Design
• SAE 11

• Agricultural
Leadership/Comm
unications

• Agronomy
• SAE 12

Certifications • OSHACertification - Agriculture
• PA Pesticide Applicator Certification

• Worker Protection Standard Training Certification for GreenhouseWorkers andHandlers
#Indicates weighted credit for GPA.
Students completing at least 2 courses in this sequence are defined as CTCConcentrators, andwill sit for the NOCTI exam
prior to graduation.
Courses shaded in grey are not required, but they are STRONGLY ENCOURAGED.
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Western Area CTC Program
Overview

Students attendingWestern Area CTCwill have the opportunity to participate in a number of programs
(see p. 20 for programs), while earning industry-recognized credentials that may lead to employment
opportunities.Western Area CTC is a 3-year program, where students will attend full-time at Fort
Cherry in Grade 9, followed by half days at Fort Cherry and half days atWestern Area in the 10th, 11th,
and 12th grade years.

Course Sequence

Content Area Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

English English 9 or Honors English 10 or Honors Choose two:
• Communications
• Literature and Life Experience
• TheDrama Experience
• Sports Literature & Film
• AP English Literature & Composition#
• CHSArgument#

Math • Algebra 1
• iAlgebra 1A
• Geometry

• Geometry
• iAlgebra 1B

• Algebra 2
• AP Pre-Calculus
• AP Statistics
• iGeometry

• iAlgebra 2
• Financial Math
• AP/CHS Statistics
• AP/CHSCalculus

Science Biology or Honors Chemistry • Physics
• Conceptual Physics

Social Studies USHistory 1 • USHistory 2
• CHSUSHistory

• AP/CHSUSHistory#
• Political Science &

Economics
• Sociology
• World Conflict
• Psychology
• AP Psychology#
• CHSWestern

Civilization#

Electives Select any course not used tomeet other graduation requirements.
2.0 credits are required for graduation.

Wellness Wellness 9 Wellness 10 Wellness 11 Wellness 12

Facts
and
Finance

Facts and Finance

CTCArea CTCCourses@
WACTC

CTCCourses@
WACTC

CTCCourses@WACTC

Certification
Testing

Specific to the program. See page 20 for listing of programs
and industry-recognized credentials earned by students in programs.

#Indicates weighted credit for GPA.
Courses shaded in grey are not required, but they are STRONGLY ENCOURAGED.

NOTE: If both ParkwayWest CTC andWestern Area CTC offer the same program, students will
likely need to attendWestern Area CTC, due to space constraints at ParkwayWest.
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AutoMechanics
Automotive Lift Institute: Lifting it Right, Mobile Air Conditioning
SocietyWorldwide: Section 609 Certification for, Refrigerant Re-
cycling and Recovery, National Coalition of Certification Centers:
NC3 Electronics/Electrical Certification, National Institute for
Auto- motive Service Excellence:, Section 609 Certification for
Refriger- ant Recycling and Recovery, PA Skills Certificate, S/P2:
Automotive, S/P2: Safety & Pollution Prevention, Snap-On:
Automotive Scanner Diagnostics, Snap-On:Meter Certification,
Valvoline:Motor Oil Certification

Automation & Robotics Engineering Technology
CareerSafe OSHA, National Institute forMetalworking Skills
(Ma- chineOperator I), NCCERCredentials, PA Skills Certificate

Carpentry
American Ladder Institute: Articulated Ladder; Mobile Ladder;
Single & Extension Ladder; Step Ladder, CareerSafe: OSHACerti-
fication, National Center for Construction Education & Research
(NCCER) Core CurriculumCredentials, NCCER: Carpentry Level
I, Residential Construction Academy (RCA) National Registry

Collision Repair Technology
I-Car: Several Subject Areas, National Automotive Technicians
Ed- ucation Foundation: ASE Certification, National Institute for
Auto- motive Service Excellence: Section 609 Certification for
Refrigerant Recycling and Recovery, S/P2: Automotive, S/P2:
Collision Repair & Refinish Safety, S/P2: Safety & Pollution
Prevention

Cosmetology
Pennsylvania State Board of Cosmetology License, S/P2: Cosme-
tology

Electrical Occupations
American Ladder Institute, Career Safe OSHA, National Center
for, Construction Education & Research (NCCER) Electrical Level
I, Residential Construction Academy (RCA) National Registry

Emergency & Protective Services
American Heart Association: Bloodborne Pathogens, American
Heart Association: BLS for Healthcare Providers, Emergency
Man- agement Institute: 100 Series; 200 Series; 700 Series; 800
Series, Pennsylvania Department of Health: BLS for Healthcare
Providers; EmergencyMedical Technician (EMT); First
Responder, Pennsyl- vania State Fire Academy: Hazardous
Materials First Responder Awareness; Recognition and
Identification of HazardousMaterials, Personal Protection
Consultants, Inc.: OCATOleoresin CapsicumAerosol Training
(Pepper Spray); PATH (Practical and Tactical Hand- cuffing); PPBT
(Personal Protection Baton Tactics)

Culinary Arts/Baking
CareerSafe OSHA, ServSafe: Food Allergens; FoodHandler,
National Restaurant Association:Manager Food Safety, S/P2:
Culinary

Health Assistant
American Heart Association: BLS Healthcare Provider;
Heartsaver Bloodborne Pathogens Certification, American
Medical Association: Patient Care Technician; EKG
Technician, Department of Human Services: Personal Care
HomeDirect Care Staff

Heating, Ventilation &Air Conditioning
American Ladder Institute: Articulated Ladder; Mobile Ladder;
Single & Extension Ladder; Step Ladder, CareerSafe OSHA –
Construction, Mainstream Engineering: EPA 608; Green
Energy Certification; Refrigerant #410-AHandling
National Center for Construction Education and Research
(NCCER) Credentials, National Center for Construction
Edu- cation and Research (NCCER) HVAC Levels 1, 2, 3
CurriculumCredentials

Machine Shop
National Institute forMetalworking Skills, Inc. (9 areas)

Masonry
American Ladder Institute: Articulated Ladder; Mobile
Ladder; Single & Extension Ladder; Step Ladder,
CareerSafe OSHA, Na- tional Center for Construction
Education and Research (NCCER) Credentials

Networking
CareerSafe OSHA, Cisco Systems: CCENT; CCNA,
Computing Technology Industry Association: A+; IT
Fundamentals; Net- work +

Rehabilitation Aide
American Heart Association: CPR, HeartSaver/First Aid,
OSHACertification –National Safety Council, Healthcare
Bloodborne and Airborne Pathogens – National Safety
Council

Welding
AmericanWelding Society: AWSD1.1 – (Structural Code),
AmericanWelding Society: AWSDi.5 – (PADepartment of
Transportation Code), ASME Information: (Pressure Vessel Code),
(ASMEBoiler & Vessel Code), CareerSafe OSHA
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ParkwayWest CTC Program
Overview

Students attending ParkwayWest CTCwill have the opportunity to participate in a number of
programs (see p. 22 for programs), while earning industry-recognized credentials that may lead to
employment opportunities. ParkwayWest CTC is a 4-year program, where students will attend half
days at Fort Cherry and half days at ParkwayWest in the 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th grade years.

Course Sequence

Content Area Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

English English 9 or Honors English 10 or Honors Choose two:
• Communications
• Literature and Life Experience
• TheDrama Experience
• Sports Literature & Film
• AP English Literature & Composition#
• CHSArgument#

Math • Algebra 1
• iAlgebra 1A
• Geometry

• Geometry
• iAlgebra 1B

• Algebra 2
• AP Pre-Calculus
• AP Statistics
• iGeometry

Science Biology or Honors Chemistry • Physics
• Conceptual Physics

Social Studies USHistory 1
(online @ PWCTC)

US History 2 • AP/CHSUSHistory#
• Political Science &

Economics
• Sociology
• World Conflict
• Psychology
• AP Psychology#
• CHSWestern

Civilization#

Arts/Human
- ities

Wellness Wellness 9 (online) Wellness 10 (online) Wellness 11 (online) Wellness 12 (online)

Facts
and
Finance
CTCArea CTCCourses@

PWCTC
CTCCourses@
PWCTC

CTCCourses@
PWCTC

CTCCourses@
PWCTC

Certification
Testing

Specific to the program. See page 22 for listing of programs and industry-recognized
credentials earned by students in programs.

#Indicates weighted credit for GPA.

NOTE: If both ParkwayWest CTC andWestern Area CTC offer the same program,
students will likely need to attendWestern Area CTC, due to space constraints at
ParkwayWest.
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Auto Body Repair
is certified by the National Automotive Technology Education Foundation
(NATEF), and offers certifications in: ASE Entry Level Certification,
Non-Structural Analysis & Damage Repair, Structural Analysis & Damage
Repair, Painting & Refinishing, Mechanical & Electrical Components, 40
CFR Part 63, PA Skills Certificate, PPG Blue Level, SP/2 including
Mechanical Safety, Collision Pollution Prevention, Collision Safety, Heavy
Duty Fleet Safety, Supervisors Course

Automotive Technology
is certified by the National Automotive Technology Education
Foundation (NATEF), and offers certifications in: MACS Sec. 609, PA
Skills Certificate, SP/2 includingMechanical Safety, Collision Safety,
PA State Inspection & PA State Emissions

Carpentry
offers certificates in OSHA-10, SP/2 Construction and American
Ladder Institute

Cosmetology
offers certifications as a PA Licensed Cosmetologist, Nail
Technician, and Cosmetology Instructor License. Also offered is
Bactronix, OSHA, SP2, Barbicide, Barbicide-Covid,
Employability Skills

Culinary Arts
is a certified program from the ACF-American Culinary Federation.
Certificates available are: ACF-CFC (Certified Fundamentals Cook),
ServSafe, CPR, OSHA-10 Culinary, SP/2 Ethics & You in the Culinary
Industry, Land that Job: Building a Resume, Interviewing Skills for
Culinary, Food Safety, Workplace Safety, Running Successful Team
Meetings

Cyber Security &Network Technology
offers certifications in Cisco CCENT, Cisco CCNA, CompTIA A+,
and CompTIA Network+

Diesel Technology
is certified by The National Institute for Automatic Service
Excellence (ACE). Offers SP/2Mechanical Safety
Certification

Electrical Systems Technology
offers certificates in OSHA-10, SP/2 Construction,
American Ladder Institute and Aerial Lift

GraphicArts & Production
Technology
offers Adobe Certified Associate in InDesign, Illustrator,
Photoshop &OSHA-10 Certification

HealthcareOccupations Technology
offers certifications in CPR for Healthcare Providers, Patient
Care Technician, Pharmacy Technician & Phlebotomy
Technician

HVAC/R
offers certifications in EPA Section 608, OSHA-10, Aerial
Lift & CSST Installation/Service Certification

Public Safety Technology
offers certifications in PA Essentials of Firefighting, Engine
Company Operations, Fire Dynamics, Fire Extinguisher
Training, Basic Rigging for Rope Rescue, Traffic Incident
Management, HazardousMaterials training, NIMS Training,
CPR, First Aid, EMT-B, Tactical Handcuffing, Baton Tactics,
OC Tactics, and Defensive Tactics

SMARTT
offers certifications in CPR, First Aid & ACSMCertified
Personal Trainer, AMCA Rehabilitation Aide & Stop the
Bleed.

Veterinary Assistant Technology
certified by the National Association of Veterinary
Technicians in America (NAVTA). Students can earn
certifications in Pet Tech First Aid, Pet Tech CPR, OSHA
General & Agriculture, Fear-Free and National Veterinary
Assistant Certification

Welding Technology
offers certifications in OSHA-10 and All positions and all
processes for AWSD1.1 Structural Code, AWSD1.2
AluminumWelding Code -GMAW,GTAW, AWSD1.5 Bridge
Code, AWSD1.6 Stainless Steel Code, and API 1104
Pipelines & Facilities Code, ASME Boiler & Pressure Vessel
Code Section 9

BUILD YOUR FUTURE
7101 Steubenville Pike | Oakdale, PA 15071 | 412-923-1772 | www.parkwaywest.org
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Course Descriptions
Prerequisites
There are two kinds of prerequisites to be considered as students choose their courses for the coming
year. One type of prerequisite is the course(s) that must be successfully completed prior to enrolling in
a given course. Another type is a performance prerequisite, which is based upon grades earned in
previous courses or in previous nine-weekmarking periods. Suggested prerequisites are indicated
following the course title, where required. Because course selection procedures are typically carried
out in January of each school year, performance prerequisites are to be based upon grades earned for
the first twomarking periods of the school year. If the student’s final grade is not consistent with the
grades for the first twomarking periods, a change of course selection is to be initiated prior to the start
of the next school year.

Agricultural Science
Introduction to Agricultural Science: Grades 9-12
This course will include an introductory study of all the areas of agriscience. It will be an exploratory
course designed to give interested students a broad outlook at the agrisciences including animal
science, plant science, natural resources, food and fiber, ag technology, agribusiness, agriscience careers
and leadership development. FFAmembership is encouraged.

AgriculturalMarketing: Grades 10-12 Prerequisite: Intro to Ag Science
Agricultural Marketing will cover the business side of the ag industry. Students will learn the basic
accountingmethods needed in the agricultural world. They will learn to keep a checking account,
savings account and basic investment portfolio. Students will be able to complete a basic tax return.
Students will also learn the different marketing techniques used in themany agricultural commodities.
FFAmembership is encouraged.

Horticulture: Grades 10-12 Prerequisite: Intro to Ag Science
Horticulture Science will explore the scientific principles involved in the production of horticultural
plants including plant id, environmental factors, plant health, plant growing, and plant services.
Students will be involved in growing bedding plants and vegetable plants during the second semester of
the course. FFAmembership is encouraged.
**Note: This course may be used as a science requirement towards graduation. However, when taken
concurrently with a required science course, it will count as a general elective, not a Science credit.

Animal Science: Grades 10-12 Prerequisite: Intro to Ag Science
(1/2 year Small Animal Science): Small animal science will explore the scientific principles and daily care
involved in small animal production. These studies will include small animal care, safety, small animals as
pets, animal rights andwelfare and careers in small animal care. Students will study information for
animals such as rabbits, hamsters, cats, dogs and birds.
(1/2 year Large Animal Science): Large animal science will explore the principles involved in large animal
research and development. These studies will include the beef industry, sheep industry, goat industry,
horse industry, dairy industry and swine industry. Students will study information on reproduction, care
and feeding, and basic veterinary science for each of the industries listed.
This class would be especially beneficial to students who are exploring careers in veterinary care or
whowish to learnmore about the small and large animal industry. FFAmembership is encouraged.
**Note: This course may be used as a science requirement towards graduation. However, when taken
concurrently with a required science course, it will count as a general elective, not a Science credit.
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Veterinary Science Grades 11-12 Prerequisite: Animal Science
Students will learn about the different aspects of being a veterinarian. This will include studies of all of
the various animal systems including circulatory, respiratory, renal, digestive, reproductive and nervous.
Studies will also include nutrition and how different species compare. Diseases, classifications, diagnosis,
and disease prevention will be studied. The daily lives of veterinarians and vet technicians will be
explored, including basic principles of surgery. FFAmembership is encouraged.
**Note: This course may be used as a science requirement towards graduation. However, when taken
concurrently with a required science course, it will count as a general elective, not a Science credit.

Floral Design: Grades 11-12 Recommendation: Intro to Ag Science
Concentration will be given to creating floral centerpieces, wreaths, corsages, and bouquets. The basics
of floral composition, container choices, and construction techniques will be covered. Students will learn
color and flower selection for banquet events and personal enjoyment andwill work with silk, dried, and
fresh plant material. FFAmembership is encouraged.

Greenhouse Production &Management: Grades 10-12 Prerequisite: Intro to Ag Science
Plant health in both natural and agricultural ecosystems is essential for sustaining human society and all
other life forms on Earth. Students will develop skills to manage agroecosystems for sustainable
productivity, profitability and environmental protection by studying the greenhouse infrastructure, plant
and soil sciences, ecology, and pest management from a systems perspective. The curriculum prepares
students for a wide range of careers in agricultural and ecological fields as well as sustainable food
production.

Conservation Science: Grades 10-12 Prerequisite: Intro to Ag Science
Conservation Science explores the interactions between humans and their environment, with special
focus on agricultural ecology and resourcemanagement. Students study the science and business behind
outdoor recreation, wildlife conservation, regional flora and fauna, sustainability, and the growing
agricultural tourism industry. Pennsylvania FFA is an affiliate FFA organization. All students in
agricultural courses will bemembers of the National FFAOrganization.

Agricultural Leadership & Communications: Grades 11-12 Prerequisite: Intro to Ag Science
This course will incorporate the activities of the FFA program. Students will learn basic record keeping
by completing an FFA record book usingMS EXCEL. Students will learn communication skills and
Robert’s Rules of Order by using the FFA speech format and parliamentary procedure event. Each
student will write a conservation speech, prepared speech, and extemporaneous speech then present in
class. Students will cover materials for various career development events including dairy foods, meats,
forestry, and floriculture. FFAmembership isMANDATORY!
**Note: This course may be used as a science requirement towards graduation. However, when taken
concurrently with a required science course, it will count as a general elective, not a Science credit.

Supervised Agricultural Experience 9: Grade 9 Co-requisite: FFAMembership
Supervised Agricultural Experience 9 (SAE 9) is a record book keeping class for those students who plan
to enroll in the total agriculture science program and complete an SAE project. Each SAE project must
complete aminimum of 100 total hours in their projects for credit. This is an independent study course.
Students are required tomeet with the instructor at least once per week during the regular school year
whichmay be scheduled with the instructor individually. Students will be assigned toMrs. Hoover’s
homeroom and AIRE time to facilitate the work. Grading for this course is pass/fail. Students who
satisfactorily meet the requirements of the SAE project will be granted a “pass” grade for the year.
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Supervised Agricultural Experience: Grades 10-12 Co-requisite: FFAMembership
Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) is a record book keeping class for those students who plan to
enroll in an agriculture science course and complete an SAE project. Each SAE project must complete a
minimum of 150 total hours in their projects for credit. This is an independent study course. Students
are required tomeet with the instructor at least once per week during the regular school year which
may be scheduled with the instructor individually. Students will be assigned toMrs. Hoover’s homeroom
and AIRE time to facilitate the work. Grading for this course is pass/fail. Students who satisfactorily
meet the requirements of the SAE project will be granted a “pass” grade for the year.

Art 1: Grades 9-12
Art 1 is the first class for students interested in pursuing Art at the High School level. This course is
focused on developing lifelong artists who explore their imaginations in order to create artwork that is
personally expressive andmeaningful. Students will dive into variousmethods of art making including
drawing, print-making, painting, sculpture, and ceramics.Wewill strive to gain a comprehensive
understanding of the skills and techniques necessary to succeed in realizing artistic visions and
participating in the art world.Wewill not only cover art production, but a broader view of topics within
the art world such as art history, art criticism, and questions of aesthetics. In this course students are
the artists and the art room their studio. Students are expected to be involved in the entire artistic
process including designing, creating, and reflecting on their work.

Art 2: Grades 10-12 Prerequisite: Art 1
Art 2 is an extension of the Art 1 course offered for students at the High School level. Students are
encouraged to build upon their previous learning to accomplishmore advanced creative problem
solving. In this class, students will further explore their own personal aesthetic and artistic voice. They
will be expected to show personal growth as techniques are reviewed but will have the opportunity to
focus onmedia of their choosing. Emphasis will be put upon the conceptual aspect of student work.We
will continue to expand our knowledge of art movements of the past and present. In this course
students are the artists and the art room their studio. Students are expected to be involved in the entire
artistic process including designing, creating, and reflecting on their work.

Art 3: Grades 11 & 12 Prerequisite: Art 2
In Art 3, students will showcase their ability to be independent learners who participate confidently in
the Artistic Thinking Process. The skills learned in Art 1–2 prepare students to further develop their
artistic voice and continue to explore personal aesthetics. They will strive towards creating work with
strong conceptual ideas that reflect their passions. Students will additionally be encouraged tomake
connections with the greater arts community. They will be challenged to create artwork in a series
leading to a body of work centered around a sustained investigation.

Art 4: Grade 12 Prerequisite: Art 3
In Art 4, students will further showcase their ability to be independent learners who participate
confidently in the Artistic Thinking Process. The skills learned in Art 1–3 prepare students to further
develop their artistic voice and continue to explore personal aesthetics. They will strive towards
creating work with strong conceptual ideas that reflect their passions. Students will additionally be
encouraged tomake connections with the greater arts community. They will be challenged to create
artwork in a series leading to a body of work centered around a sustained investigation.
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English 9: Grade 9
English 9 continues the sequential study of skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening. Students
will study the forms, elements, and devices of the novel, drama, short story, and poetry – including a
Shakespearean drama, an epic, andmythology texts. Independent reading and analysis will be a focus of
study throughout the course. Library skills, research, reading comprehension, grammar, analysis skills
and strategies, andwriting skills are also integral parts of the course. Students will engage in the writing
process to effectively write paragraph andmulti-paragraph essays. They will also learn to effectively
synthesize and present their research analysis related to texts of the class.Writing assignments will
also include letter writing, journal writing, and creative writing.

Honors English 9: Grade 9 Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation
Honors English 9 reviews the nature and structure of the English language at an accelerated pace. The
students complete literary analysis of novels, dramas, short stories, and poetry – including a
Shakespearean drama, an epic, andmythology texts. Students develop writing skills through experiences
with various types of writing, and they practice techniques of group discussion. Independent reading and
analysis will be a focus of study throughout the course. Library skills, research, reading comprehension,
grammar, analysis skills and strategies, andwriting skills are also integral parts of the course. Students
will engage in the writing process to effectively write paragraph andmulti-paragraph essays. They will
also learn to effectively synthesize and present their research analysis related to texts of the class.
Writing assignments will also include letter writing, journal writing, and creative writing.
** A summer assignment is required for credit. Incomplete summer assignments will significantly impact
the first 9-week grade.

English 10: Grade 10
English 10 is primarily a writing and literature course that includes instruction in a number of areas.
Writing includes expository, descriptive, comparison, and persuasive pieces. Emphasis is placed on the
writing process, paragraph and essay structure, as well as sentence structure, detail, organization, and
paraphrasing and quoting techniques. Literature study includes the American short story, novel, poetry,
essays and Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar. A study of Greek and Latin prefixes, suffixes, and roots will also
prepare students for PSAT and SAT tests. Students who take this course will take the Keystone English
Literature Exam at the end of the course.

Honors English 10: Grade 10 Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation
Honors English 10 deals with a review of the nature and structure of the English language at an
accelerated pace. Honors English 10 is primarily a writing and literature course that includes instruction
in a number of areas.Writing includes expository, descriptive, comparison, and persuasive pieces.
Emphasis is placed on the writing process, paragraph, and essay structure, as well as sentence structure,
detail, organization, and para- phrasing and quoting techniques. Literature study includes the American
short story, novel, poetry, essays and Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar. In addition, an intense library
research unit is included. A study of Greek and Latin prefixes, suffixes, and roots will also prepare
students for PSAT and SAT tests. Students who take this course will take the Keystone English
Literature Exam at the end of the course.
**A summer assignment is required for credit. Incomplete summer assignments will significantly impact
the first 9-week grade.
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Communications: Grades 11–12
This course is designed to provide students with the necessary skills to communicate effectively in
both social and professional situations. Rapidly expanding technologies and corporate systems
demand strong choices in verbal and nonverbal messages, listening skills, critical thinking, and
creative thinking. Students enrolled in this course will be expected to utilize communication skills
needed for professional and social success in interpersonal situations, interviews, group interactions,
and professional/personal presentations. Students will apply skills acquired in real-world
communication activities, as well as situational activities based upon a variety of literature selections.
This coursemay be taken as an elective or required English course for students in grades 11 and 12.

Literature and Life Experience: Grades 11–12
This course is designed to give students multiple opportunities to explore literature that is relevant to
their lives. In this class, students will participate in discussions, groupwork, formal and informal essays,
discussion boards, analysis of literature and research secondary sources like song lyrics, short stories
andmore! In addition, the course will end the year by preparing for life after high school. Students will
utilize class time to apply for college scholarships, write and update resumes and cover letters,
interview preparation, andmuchmore. Prepare to leave this class with a knowledge of relevant teen
literature, connect to each character wemeet, and a portfolio to prepare for the real world. This course
may be taken as an elective or required English course for students in grades 11 and 12.

TheDrama Experience: Grades 11–12
Are you ready to explore some of themost exhilarating and best-written drama? In this course, students
will be encouraged to become enthusiastic, insightful scholars of dramatic literature. Readings will
include plays, short stories, fictional novels, and non-fiction pieces. Students will analyze the dramatic
and literary conventions of the literature, as well as immerse themselves in the experiences of lively
characters, genius plot twists and turns, literary themes, and the historical context of the texts. Students
will produce literary analysis and critiques of dramatic literature; create short plays and/or dramatic
pieces; and engage in the performance of various dramatic pieces. Students will also work with a
Pittsburgh City Theater artist in developing andwriting their own one-act original play, to be entered in
the Young Playwrights Contest through the Pittsburgh City Theater. This coursemay be taken as an
elective or required English course for students in grades 11 and 12.

Sports Literature & Film: Grades 11 & 12
This course is perfect for the sports enthusiast that understands and appreciates the connection
between sports and life. This course will focus on exploring universal themes found in sports, such as
gender equity, perseverance, determination, and integrity. Students will explore the athletes’
experiences and emotions both on and off the field of play as presented in the texts. Selected readings
from award-winning and popular sports columnists and authors aremeant to be both enjoyable and
thought-provoking, covering a range of modern fiction, non-fiction, poetry, biographies, and
commentaries. Selected authors include essayists, columnists, media, novelists, playwrights, and film
directors. Projects will include a variety of written and oral responses to the literature and films
presented in class, including discussion, analysis, critique, and reflection. This coursemay be taken as an
elective or required English course for students in grades 11 and 12.

CHSArgument: Grades 11–12 Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation
Argument is a weighted course that is designed to introduce students to the fundamentals of research
and argument construction. Defense of an argument is presented both verbally and in writing. Topics of
this course include an introduction to argument, types of argument, constructing an argument, research
methods and evidence, delivery of argument, delivery and refutation of arguments, cross-examination,
and evaluation or criticism of arguments. This coursemust be taken as a College in High School (CHS)
course. Students will be required to pay the appropriate registration fee. Upon successful completion of
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the requirements, the student must register to earn three (3) University of Pittsburgh credits that will be
transferable tomost universities.

AP English Literature & Composition: Grades 11–12 Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation
This is a college level course. Students who enroll in this course are eligible to take the AP Literature
and Composition exam inMay. This class will ready students for this exam by requiring extensive work
in all of the literary genres. Critical thinking, analytical essay development and extensive reading are
the norm. Additional requirements include: independent reading at the college level, literary research
papers, critical approach essay assignments, and practice AP exam test taking. Students must know
thewriting process.

SAT Prep: Grades 10–12 Prerequisite: PSAT Score in 10th or 11th Grade
This course is designed for the college bound student who is interested in improving his/her college
entrance exam scores. This Pass/Fail course will specifically address the English andMath
components of the SAT exam. The class will incorporate Khan Academy resources that provide
exclusive access and advice to build a personalized practice program for each individual student.

FCMultimedia 1: Grades 9-12
Students are required to demonstrate a basic factual and conceptual understanding of how a television
production studio functions when creating programming for theWeb, cable and broadcast stations.
Individuals will be encouraged to develop their creative, artistic and theatrical abilities, while learning to
work in teams in a tightly controlled environment. Each student will be expected to operate cameras,
perform basic editing functions, write scripts, assume the roles of producer and director and assist in
the production of themorning, closed circuit school news and information program. Optionally,
students will be offered the opportunity to act as on-camera talent, including anchoring the news. The
instructor may assign additional production duties, as circumstances require. Evaluations of students
will bemade using traditional tests, competency reviews of specific production skills, writing samples
and the degree to which each can function in a: “real-life” studio setting. For students to succeed, they
must possess the ability to work harmoniously in a cooperative learning environment and accept
frequent individual and group critiquing of their work.

FCMultimedia 2: Grades 10-12 Prerequisite: FCMultimedia 1
This advanced television production course is designed to enable the student to apply the knowledge
and proficiencies learned in the prescribed prerequisite. The primary focus is to create a video yearbook
high-lighting as many school activities as possible with an emphasis on the current graduating class.
Students are required to attend and recordmany in-school and after school activities, including, but not
limited to, sporting events, plays, musicals, projects, club and class field trips, dances and any other
project assigned by the instructor. Unless there is a bus available, students must provide their own
transportation to and from the school and/or off-campus events. For students to succeed, theymust
possess the ability to work harmoniously in a cooperative learning environment and accept frequent
individual and group critiquing of their work.

FCMultimedia 3: Grades 11-12 Prerequisite: FCMultimedia 2
Multimedia 3 will give the student an opportunity to demonstrate an advanced knowledge of how news
departments and video production companies operate in the real world ofWeb, cable and broadcast
programming. Students in this course will have the primary responsibility of producing themorning
FCTV news program. In this capacity, they will shoot school interview/special event actualities and,
where possible, community events. Students have a secondary responsibility to shoot instructional,
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entertainment or other types of programs for the faculty or Administration. Additional production
duties in other areas may be assigned by the instructor as needed. For students to succeed, theymust
possess the ability to work harmoniously in a cooperative learning environment and accept frequent
individual and group critiquing of their work.

FCMultimedia 4: Grade 12 Prerequisite: FCMultimedia 3
Students who have taken the prerequisite course will apply advancedmedia production techniques by
creating television applications. The cable applications will include our internal, closed-circuit FCTV
Morning News telecasts. Production skills to be used in the day-to-day activities include writing copy,
shooting appropriate video, trimming scenes, mixing and dubbingmusic and narration and the finished
product to all available video formats. The themes of the spots can range from serious, formal messages,
to entertaining ones involvingmusic video types of formats. Students will be required to complete any
other project assigned by the instructor. For students to succeed, theymust possess the ability to work
harmoniously in a cooperative learning environment and accept frequent individual and group
critiquing of their work.

Publications 1: Grades 9-12 Prerequisite: Application Submission
This yearbook creation course is designed to provide students with a variety of experiences:
interviewing/ research, writing, digital photography, business management (including fundraising and
selling advertisements), layout design, and team building. These skills will be used in creating a
publication, which will capture school memories for years to come. Students will publish their work and
learn how tomanage and promote a business through yearbook production. Students must be able to
attend events outside of school to conduct interviews and take pictures. Enrollment is limited.

Publications 2: Grades 10-12 Prerequisite: Publications 1
Publications 2 is an extension of Publications 1. Students will develop the theme and graphics to be
used in the yearbook andwill focus on a variety of experiences: page design, page completion, ad sales,
planning, organizing, and implementing all aspects of a fundraiser, coverage duties (pictures and video),
camera usage, and effective timemanagement. These skills will be used in creating a publication which
will capture school memories for years to come. Students will publish their work and learn how to
manage and promote a business through yearbook production. Students must be able to attend events
outside of school to conduct interviews, and take pictures / videos. These students may assume
leadership responsibilities whichmay include a role as a Section Editor. This will become dependent on
student productivity and performance in Publications 1. Enrollment is limited.

Publications 3: Grades 11 & 12 Prerequisite: Publications 2
Publications 3 is an advanced yearbook creation course that is designed to provide students with a
variety of experiences. Students will develop the theme and graphics to be used in the yearbook.
Advanced page design, page completion (whichmay include the senior section of the book), ad sales,
planning, organizing, and implementing all aspects of a fundraiser, coverage duties (pictures and video),
camera usage, and timemanagement will also be implemented. These skills will be used in creating a
publication which will capture school memories for years to come. Students will publish their work and
learn how tomanage and promote a business through yearbook production. Students must be able to
attend events outside of school to conduct interviews, and take pictures / videos. These students will
assume leadership responsibilities whichmay include Section Editor. Assistant Editor, Co-Editor, or
Editor, depending on student productivity and performance in Publications 1 or 2. Enrollment is limited.

Publications 4: Grade 12 Prerequisite: Publications 3
Advanced Publications (Publications 4) is an advanced yearbook creation course that is designed to pro-
vide students with a variety of experiences. Students will develop the theme and graphics to be used in
the yearbook. They will participate in advanced page design, page completion (in particular the senior
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section of the book), ad sales, planning, organizing, and implementing all aspects of a fundraiser,
coverage duties (pictures and video), and camera usage. Students will display effective time
management. These skills will be used in creating a publication which will capture school memories for
years to come. Students will publish their work and learn how tomanage and promote a business
through yearbook production. Students must be able to attend events outside of school to conduct
interviews and take pictures/videos. These students also will be introduced andmentored as business
managers, helping the teacher/adviser with the counting and depositing of money, check requests,
management of the records, etc. Students will assume the responsibilities of either an Editor or
Co-editor position, working directly with teacher/adviser andwith all staff members.

CreativeWritingWorkshop: Grades 9 - 12
Creative writing is a large umbrella, covering a variety of subgenres that include both nonfiction and
fiction writing. This course will focus on learning the craft of creative writing, encompassing both
learning the elements of the various subgenres and developing one’s own style of writing. The elements
of reportage (accuracy, detail, exposition, research); the elements of fiction writing (narrative, scene,
dialogue, point of view, rounded characters); and the elements of poetry writing Vivid detail/imagery,
lyricism, reflection, andmusicality blend in creative writing, connecting the writer, the reader, and the
larger world. Students will be exposed in the assigned readings to an array of creative writing rich in its
variety of voices, writing styles, and organization. Assignments are designed to encourage the creation
and revision of drafts, working toward a portfolio of polishedmaterial at the end of the course.
Activities may include but are not limited to: poetry, short story, personal essay, profiles, literary
journalism, nature writing, etc.
**Note: This is an elective course only.

APComputer Science Principles: Grades 9–12
APComputer Science Principles is an introductory college-level computing course that introduces
students to the breadth of the field of computer science. Students learn to design and evaluate solutions
and to apply computer science to solve problems through the development of algorithms and programs.
They incorporate abstraction into programs and use data to discover new knowledge. Students also
explain how computing innovations and computing systems—including the internet—work, explore
their potential impacts, and contribute to a computing culture that is collaborative and ethical. Students
will be prepared to take the APComputer Science Principles Test in the spring.
**Note: Completion of Algebra 1 prior to enrollment is encouraged.

Entrepreneurship 1: Grades 9-12
Entrepreneurship 1 is an engaging, project-based, course. Entrepreneurship 1 emphasizes
entrepreneurial development and strategy skills. Students will develop a basic understanding of
entrepreneurship, professional skills, and associated expectations, as well as develop a basic
understanding of how to use financial information in ownership, to analyze amarket, and to use
marketing strategy to start a business. In addition, students will develop a business plan, learn how to
obtain funding, and learn about the agencies businesses interact with to become a legitimate entity.
Technology will be utilized throughout the course. Building andmanaging the school store will be an
ongoing project throughout this course.

Entrepreneurship 2: Grades 10-12 Prerequisite: Entrepreneurship 1
Entrepreneurship 2 is an engaging, project-based, course. Entrepreneurship 2 is the second year of the
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Entrepreneurship program. The course continues to emphasize entrepreneurial development and
strategy skills. Students will develop a basic understanding of entrepreneurship, professional skills, and
associated expectations, as well as develop a basic understanding of how to use financial information in
ownership, to analyze amarket, and to usemarketing strategy to start a business. In addition, students
will develop a business plan, learn how to obtain funding, and learn about the agencies businesses
interact with to become a legitimate entity. Technology will be utilized throughout the course. Building
andmanaging the school store will be an ongoing project throughout this course. Students in year 2 of
the programmaymentor students enrolled in the introductory course.

Entrepreneurship 3: Grades 11-12 Prerequisite: Entrepreneurship 2
Entrepreneurship 3 is an engaging, project-based, course. Entrepreneurship 3 is the third year of the
Entrepreneurship program. The course continues to emphasize entrepreneurial development and
strategy skills. Students will develop a basic understanding of entrepreneurship, professional skills, and
associated expectations, as well as develop a basic understanding of how to use financial information in
ownership, to analyze amarket, and to usemarketing strategy to start a business. In addition, students
will develop a business plan, learn how to obtain funding, and learn about the agencies businesses
interact with to become a legitimate entity. Technology will be utilized throughout the course. Building
andmanaging the school store will be an ongoing project throughout this course. Students in year 3 of
the programwill take leadership roles in managing the school store andmaymentor students enrolled in
the first two courses.

Entrepreneurship 4: Grades 12 Prerequisite: Entrepreneurship 3
Entrepreneurship 4 is an engaging, project-based, course. Entrepreneurship 4 is the fourth year of the
Entrepreneurship program. The course continues to emphasize entrepreneurial development and
strategy skills. Students will develop a basic understanding of entrepreneurship, professional skills, and
associated expectations, as well as develop a basic understanding of how to use financial information in
ownership, to analyze amarket, and to usemarketing strategy to start a business. In addition, students
will develop a business plan, learn how to obtain funding, and learn about the agencies businesses
interact with to become a legitimate entity. Technology will be utilized throughout the course. Building
andmanaging the school store will be an ongoing project throughout this course. Students in year 4 of
the programwill take leadership roles andmaymentor students enrolled in the first three courses.

Mathematics
Math Course Sequence
Taken in Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

Pre-Algebra 2/
iPre-Algebra 2

Algebra 1* Geometry+ Algebra 2 Choose from:
• AP Pre-Calculus
• Financial Math

iAlgebra 1A iAlgebra 1B* iGeometry Choose from:
• iAlgebra 2
• Financial Math

Algebra 1 Geometry+ Algebra 2 AP Pre-Calculus Choose from:
• AP/CHSCalculus
• AP/CHS Statistics

*Indicates Keystone Exam trigger course.
+Students may “double up” by taking both Geometry and Algebra 2 in 9th grade, allowing for additional math course
options.
NOTE: Courses in grey are not required for graduation, but they are STRONGLY RECOMMENDED for all students.
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iAlgebra 1A: Grade 9 Prerequisite: iPre-Algebra 2
iAlgebra 1A focuses on the development of abstract thinking and reasoning of algebraic concepts. The
course will emphasize skill development, practical applications and contain themajor Algebra concepts
students need to be successful in Algebra 1. Areas of concentration include, but are not limited to the
following: integer laws, linear equations, linear inequalities, graphs and functions, slope, graphing linear
equations, graphing linear inequalities, systems of equations, and systems of inequalities. Students in
this class will be utilizing the online DeltaMath Program as an additional learning resource. As a result,
students will have an opportunity to progress on an individual basis based on their academic needs
throughout much of the course.

iAlgebra 1B: Grade 10 Prerequisite: iAlgebra 1A
iAlgebra 1B focuses on the development of abstract thinking and reasoning of algebraic concepts,
continuing with the concepts introduced in iAlgebra 1A. Areas of concentration will include, but not be
limited to the following: linear functions, linear inequalities, compound inequalities, literal equations,
relations and functions, systems of equations, quadratic functions, polynomials, scatter plots, and
exponent laws. Students in this class will be utilizing the online DeltaMath Program as an additional
learning resource. As a result, students will have an opportunity to progress on an individual basis based
on their academic needs throughout much of the course. Students who take this course will take the
Keystone Algebra I Exam at the end of the course.

Algebra 1 Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra 2
Algebra 1 focuses on the development of abstract thinking and reasoning of algebraic concepts. The
course will emphasize skill development, practical applications and contain themajor Algebra concepts
students need to be successful in Algebra 1. Areas of concentration include, but are not limited to the
following: solving equations; solving inequalities; solving and applying proportions; graphs and
functions; linear equations and their graphs; systems of equations and inequalities; exponents and
exponential functions; polynomials; and factoring. Students who take this course will take the Keystone
Algebra 1 Exam at the end of the course.

iGeometry: Grade 11 Prerequisite: iAlgebra 1B
This course includes the following concepts: Basics of Geometry, Pythagorean Theorem, parallel lines
cut by transversals, geometric figures, geometric transformations, similar triangles, distance formula,
midpoint formula, quadrilaterals, triangle properties, angles, perimeter, area, surface area and volume.
Geometry is intended to provide the student with an appreciation of the structure of mathematics and
its relation to the physical world. Students in this class will be utilizing the online DeltaMath Program
as an additional learning resource. As a result, students will have an opportunity to progress on an
individual basis based on their academic needs throughout much of the course.

Geometry: Grades 9–11 Prerequisite: Algebra 1
Geometry focuses on the development of abstract thinking, critical thinking and reasoning of geometric
concepts. The course will emphasize skill development, practical applications to the real world, and
contain themajor Geometric concepts that students need to be successful in Geometry. Areas of
concentration include, but are not limited to the following: basics of geometry, reasoning and proof,
parallel and perpendicular lines, transformations, congruency, similarity, quadrilaterals and other
polygons, circles, surface area and volume, and right triangle trigonometry.

iAlgebra 2: Grades 11–12 Prerequisite: iGeometry
iAlgebra 2 focuses on the development of abstract thinking and reasoning of algebraic concepts,
continuing with the concepts introduced in iAlgebra IA and IB. Areas of concentration will include, but
not be limited to the following: polynomial functions, factoring, quadratic equations and functions,
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complex numbers, real number system, Fundamental Theorem of Algebra, exponential functions, and
rational functions. Stu- dents in this class will be utilizing the online DeltaMath Program as an additional
learning resource. As a result, students will have an opportunity to progress on an individual basis based
on their academic needs throughout much of the course.

Algebra 2: Grades 9–12 Prerequisite: Geometry
Algebra 2 focuses on the development of abstract thinking and reasoning of algebraic concepts,
continuing with the concepts introduced in Algebra 1. Areas of concentration will include, but not be
limited to the following: functions, equations, graphs, linear systems, matrices, quadratic equations and
functions, polynomials and polynomial functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, rational
functions and quadratic relations.
**NOTE: Algebra 2may be taken concurrently with Geometry.

APPre-Calculus: Grades 10-12 Prerequisite: Algebra 2
Students in AP Pre-Calculus will experience a college-level course on Pre-Calculus and trigonometry
concepts. This course is a rigorous course that will encompass trigonometry using a right triangle
approach and applications to trigonometric problem solving. Circular functions and their graphs will be
covered. Pre-Calculus concepts include: polynomial, exponential, and logarithmic functions and their
characteristics. Transformations of graphs, domain and range, and inverses will be taught. An
introduction to limits, partial fractions, and derivatives will be taught in preparation for Calculus. A
graphing calculator (TI-84 series) is required. Students will be prepared to take the AP Pre-Calculus Test
at the end of the school year.

Calculus (AP): Grades 11–12 Prerequisite: Trigonometry/Pre-Calculus
This weighted course is designed for those students who intend to study Calculus in college. Calculus
includes the study of limits and continuity, derivatives and applications of derivatives, integration and
application of integrals. In addition, the course will include a thorough use of the Texas Instrument
graphing calculator to prepare students for college calculus courses. A TI83 graphing calculator (not
provided by the district) is required. If taking an AP course, the AP Exam is mandatory for course
weighting.

Statistics (CHS/AP): Grade 11–12 Prerequisite: Algebra 2
Basic Applied Statistics is a weighted course which provides a basic course for students planning a
career in mathematics, physical science, engineering sciences, economics, business, education,
psychology, sociology, andmedicine. This course teachesmethods of descriptive and inferential
statistics. Topics include data collection and description, hypothesis testing, correlation and regression,
the analysis of variance and contingency tables. Students will learn how to use a statistical computer
package. A TI 83 graphing calculator is required for this course. This coursemay be taken as a College
in High School (CHS) course or an Advanced Placement (AP) course. Students must inform the
instructor of their choice and pay the appropriate fee for their choice of option. If taking an AP course,
the AP Exam is mandatory for course weighting. As the CHS option, the student must take and pass the
online college placement exam. Upon successful completion of the exam, the student must register to
earn 4 University of Pittsburgh credits that will be transferable tomost universities.

FinancialMath: Grades 11–12
This course is designed to represent those standards of learning that are essential and necessary for all
students. The implementation of the ideas, concepts, knowledge, and skills contained in this course will
enable students to implement those decision-making skills theymust apply and use to becomewise and
knowledgeable consumers, savers, investors, users of credit, moneymanagers, citizens, andmembers of
a global workforce and society. The concepts included in this course include, but are not limited to:
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record keeping, mortgages, debt, credit cards, bonds, savings, interest rates, supply/demand concepts,
pricing levels/rates of returns, taxes, investments, and insurances. The coursemay be accepted as the
fourthmath course necessary tomeet graduation requirements.

Facts & Finance: Grade 10 Graduation Requirement
The purpose of this course is to better prepare students for adulthood and post-secondary experiences.
The course will provide learning activities that will allow students the opportunity to develop skills and
research information in four primary areas: career exploration, post-secondary planning, financial
responsibility, andwellness. Students will have the opportunity to learn about and research various
careers that are available in the 21st century workforce and, in turn, discover what educational paths
are required in such fields. Students will also learn the financial requirements associated with
independent learning, whichmay include, but are not limited to: banking, credit responsibility, cost of
living, etc. In addition, students will discuss ways tomaintain healthy living. This course is mandatory for
students in 10th grade. This course is equal to 0.5 credit andmeets the Transition to Adulthood
graduation requirement.

Band: Grades 7–12
This course will provide a student the opportunity to play amusical instrument. Students will be taught
a wide variety of musical techniques including: phrasing, breathing, and tonguing (legato and staccato).
Students will also become acquainted with standard symphonic bandmusic. Students will learn to play
a traditional band instrument with proficiency to enable him/her to sight read a selection with some
degree of accuracy. The student should be able to control dynamics and have a sense of phrasing,
rhythm, andmeter. Students will have studied their instruments either through private lessons or
school instruction. Students will be required to attend all public performances.

Band is divided into twomajor areas: Marching and Concert.

Marching Band: The season begins with band camp that begins in early August. The school calendar and
the date of theWashington County Fair determine the exact dates for band camp. All students (with the
exception of late transfer students) must attend band camp. Students must have been in Concert Band in
sixth grade to participate inMarching Band. Themusic performed duringmarching season is to be
suitable for outdoor performances at parades, football games and pep rallies. Music repertoire consists
mainly of pop/ show tunes andmarches, but is by nomeans limited in any sense. Students should be
aware that some of the band’s activities take place outside of school and on some selected Saturdays.
Grades are determined by attendance at the events and participation in rehearsals. Students who are
members of the bandwill earn one credit. (Drill teammembers andmajorettes will earn one credit only if
they aremembers of the band.)
Requisite: Participants in band (marching and concert) must attend all public performances. See Band
Handbook formore information.
Concert Band: Participants in concert bandmust bemembers of themarching band. This program is to
provide the student an opportunity to become acquainted with the ever-growing field of symphonic and
pop concert music. An effort will bemade to present all types of music in order to elevate the student’s
understanding of the aesthetic, historical and theoretical aspects of instrumental music. The repertoire
consists of overtures, showmusic, popmusic, instrumental solos with accompaniment, small ensembles,
and symphonic band pieces. Students should realize that some activities outside of school will be
required. Two concerts are traditionally scheduled: A Christmas concert and spring concert.
Requisite: Participants in concert bandmust perform in all scheduled activities.
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Chorus: Grades 9-12
This course focuses on tone quality, intonation and proper vocal technique. Students will study basic
music theory and learn to sight readmelodic patterns using solfege. This chorus will perform a variety
of musical literature at theWinter and Spring Concerts.
Requisite: Participants in Chorus are required to attend and perform in all scheduled
concerts/performances.

Encore Ensemble: Grades 9-12 Prerequisite: Audition by Director, 1 year of choral experience
Encore Ensemble is a non-credit course for motivated vocal students who have the desire and ability to
function at a high level of musicianship andwill give the student experience with literature of many
genres, music theory and sight-reading. Encoremembers are scheduled inMrs. Garry’s homeroom and
rehearse during that time. Students must be in Chorus for at least one year to be eligible for this
ensemble. Students must audition demonstrating correct vocal technique and advancedmusic reading
skills.
Requisite: Participants in Encoremust have Chorus in their daily schedule to be amember andmust
attend and perform in all scheduled concerts/performances.

Anatomy and Physiology: Grades 10–12 Prerequisite: Biology 1
This course reviews the cell, the cell cycle, cellular metabolism and genetics fromBiology 1, with an
emphasis on human biology. Students familiarize themselves with directional terms (e.g. superior,
inferior…) and anatomical movements (e.g. adduction, abduction…) to describe the anatomy and
physiology of the human body. The course investigates different tissues of the body and human body
systems (e.g. integumentary, skeletal, muscular, circulatory, nervous…). Students also explore common
causes of human disease and injury, as well as advances in humanmedicine. Project-based and hands-on
learning opportunities includemicroscopy, experiments, construction of models, and (optional, but
encouraged) dissections.

Biology: Grade 9
Biology is a course in which students are given the solid foundation they need to understand the
expanding role of biology inmodern society. Topics include: biological processes, biochemistry
principles, bioenergetics, ecology, evolution, cellular andmolecular biology, and genetics. Students will
develop and apply critical thinking, scientific process, and communication skills by performing
laboratory activities and analyzing theories. Students who take this course will take the Keystone
Biology Exam at the end of the course.

Honors Biology 1: Grades 9 Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation
Honors Biology 1 is offered as a first year course in biology. Students in this course typically will take one
ormore Advanced Placement science courses as they proceed through high school. The aim of the
course is to engage students in the wonders of the living world. The lives of all students will be touched
by biology every day and understanding the concepts of biology and their connections to our lives is
more important than ever. The goal of Honors Biology is threefold. First, the course gives students the
framework of key biological concepts into which they can integrate themany new concepts that they
learn and encounter throughout their lives. Second, the course familiarizes students with the scientific
process. Third, the course exposes the students to a deeper understanding of the concepts at a more
rigorous pace. Topics include: biological processes, biochemistry principles, bioenergetics, ecology,
evolution, cellular andmolecular biology, and genetics. Students will develop and apply critical thinking,
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scientific process, and communication skills by performing laboratory activities and analyzing theories. A
summer assignment is required for credit. Incomplete summer assignments will significantly impact the
first 9-week grade. Students who take this course will take the Keystone Biology Exam at the end of the
course.

APBiology: Grades 11 & 12 Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation
This accelerated course exposes students to a college level course in both the amount and depth of
material covered. It is designed to offer students a solid foundation in introductory college-level biology.
The core focus of the course is to prepare the student to be successful on the AP exam given by the
College Board inMay. (There is a fee for the test.) The AP Exam is mandatory for course weighting.
Students must have completed biology and chemistry with an A or B average prior to enrolling in AP
Biology. Students must also schedule the AP Biology Laboratory that meets daily. The course is
structured around the four big ideas, enduring understandings, essential knowledge, and science
practices that are defined by the AP Biology Curriculum Framework. Students will also develop
advanced reasoning skills and connect concepts in and across all domains of life. As students develop an
appreciation for the study of life, they will be able to identify and understand unifying principles within
a diversified biological world. Because our understanding of biology today is a result of inquiry,
developing critical thinking skills through the process of inquiry is an important part of this course. A
summer assignment is used to review basic principles of science and to experience the expected rigor of
the course. Many different biology topics will be covered in a short amount of time. Those topics include
Biochemistry, Cells, Metabolism, Cell Division, Heredity, Molecular Biology, Evolution, and Ecology.

APBiology Laboratory: Grades 11 & 12 Co-requisite: Enrollment in AP Biology course
The lab focuses on seven overarching practices that capture important aspects of the work of scientists
and is intended to challenge students’ abilities to: (1) use representations andmodels to communicate
scientific phenomena and solve scientific problems; (2) usemathematics appropriately; (3) engage in
scientific questioning to extend thinking or to guide investigations within the context of the AP course;
(4) plan and implement data collection strategies in relation to a particular scientific question; (5)
perform data analysis and evaluation of evidence; (6) work with scientific explanations and theories; and
(7) connect and relate knowledge across various scales, concepts and representations in and across
domains. In these laboratories, students are challenged to perform experiments drawn from some of the
more important areas within mod- ern biology. These areasmay include, but are not limited to the
following: diffusion and osmosis, enzyme catalysis, mitosis andmeiosis, photosynthesis, cell respiration,
molecular biology, genetics of organisms, population genetics and evolution, transpiration, animal
behavior, and energy dynamics.
**Note: Grades will be based on a pass/fail system.

Chemistry 1: Grade 10
Chemistry is defined as the study of the composition, structure, properties, and changes in matter. This
coursemoves from basic matter classifications through atomic structure, chemical bonding,
stoichiometry, and finishes with gas behavior. Throughout the year, students will receive hands-on
experience through a series of laboratory experiments. These experiments will reinforcemany of the
concepts that are learned in the classroom along with job related skills such as team collaboration and
scientific writing.

Chemistry 2: Grades 11–12
Chemistry 2 has been designed for the student that has a strong interest in chemistry or may pursue a
career in science. This course will address the following topics: thermodynamics, chemical kinetics,
organic chemistry, aqueous reactions, chemical equilibrium, acids/bases, environmental chemistry,
nuclear chemistry, and electrochemistry. Laboratory experiments are an important part of this
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curriculum. Proper lab technique, calculations, and results will be emphasized. A lab journal must be
maintained.

APChemistry: Grade 12 Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation
This course has been designed to provide a college level chemistry program in high school. The program
is comparable to a college classroomwith regards to content, assessment, and atmosphere. Each class
period runs 41minutes. Grades are based upon test/quiz scores, homework, lab reports, and projects.
The grading scale is a basic 90-80-70-60 scale. Each experiment is completed with a lab report. The lab
report consists of a purpose, objectives, materials, procedures, data, calculations, results, and
conclusions. All reports are graded and returned for the purpose of a student portfolio used for test
prep. Each student must submit an individual report. However, individual students and lab groups are
encouraged to collaborate with other groups.Within each unit, emphasis is placed on problem solving.
Whenever possible, information is presented both qualitatively and quantitatively to expand the
students’ knowledge base and derive chemical principles usingmathematics.

APChemistry Laboratory: Grade 12 Co-requisite: Enrollment in AP Chemistry course
The laboratory is the place to learn the difference between observations/recorded data (i.e., facts) and
the ideas, inferences, explanations, models (i.e., theories) that may be used to interpret them but are
often in- complete or never actually observed. The lab will challenge student’s ability to: (1) think
analytically and to reduce problems to identifiable, answerable questions; (2) understand problems
expressed as experimental questions; (3) design and carry out experiments that answer questions; (4)
manipulate data acquired during an experiment; (5) make conclusions and evaluate the quality and
validity of such conclusions; (6) propose further questions for study; and (7) communicate accurately
andmeaningfully about observations and conclusions.
**Note: Grades for this lab will be based on a pass/fail system.

Conceptual Physics: Grades 11–12
This course provides a conceptually-based exposure to the fundamental principles and processes of the
physical world. Topics include the history of science; scientific tools (conversions and graphing);
describingmotion using words, graphs, and equations; and explainingmotion using forces. Upon
completion, students should be able to describe examples and applications of the principles studied.
Laboratory experiments enhance and consolidate the understanding of basic physical principles and
applications.

Physics: Grades 11–12 Recommendation: Currently taking/completed Algebra 2
This course provides an algebra-based exposure to the fundamental principles and processes of the
physical world. Knowledge of the trigonometric functions will be helpful but is not required. Topics
include the history of science, describingmotion, graphingmotion, forces, electricity, and energy. Upon
completion, students should be able to describe examples and applications of the principles studied.
Laboratory experiments enhance and consolidate the understanding of basic physical principles and
applications.

APPhysics 1: Grades 11–12 Recommendation: Currently taking/completed Trig/PreCalc
AP Physics 1 is an algebra-based, introductory college-level physics course that explores topics such as
Newtonianmechanics (including rotational motion); work, energy, and power; mechanical waves and
sound; and introductory, simple circuits. Through inquiry based learning, students will develop scientific
critical thinking and reasoning skills. There will be a lab period two days per weekwhere students will
perform and design hands-on experiments of physics principles.

APPhysics 1 Laboratory: Grades 11–12 Co-requisite: Enrollment in AP Physics 1 course
In textbooks and problems, most attention is paid to idealized situations: friction is often assumed to be
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constant or absent; meters read true values; heat insulators are perfect; gasses follow the ideal gas
equation. The laboratory is the place where the validity of these assumptions can be questioned. The lab
will challenge student’s ability to: (1) design experiments; (2) observe andmeasure real phenomena; (3)
organize, display, and critically analyze data; (4) analyze sources of error and determine uncertainties in
measurement; (5) draw inferences from observations and data; and (6) communicate results, including
suggested ways to improve experiments and proposed questions for further study.
**Note: Grades for this lab will be based on a pass/fail system.

U.S. History 1: Pre 1865: Grade 9
This is a required course of all ninth graders. It is a survey course that covers the history of the United
States from the early exploration period until the end of Reconstruction in 1877.

U.S. History 2: 1865-Present: Grade 10
This course is required of all sophomores and is a survey and analysis of how andwhy the United States
became the foremost power of today. The course offers students a lively chronological history of the
U.S., from the end of the CivilWar to the present. Themajor purpose of teaching American History is to
provide the students with a general overview of the U.S. History, to help students gain insights into
relationships among people, ideas and events as they learn the significant facts of American history, and
to help students have a better understanding of history and its study. Focus is divided between learning
course content (history) and process (map skills, reading comprehension, etc.).

APUnited States History: Grades 10–12
This coursemay be substituted for USHistory 2. APUnited States History is a survey course
encompassing the history of the United States from the Colonial Era to the present. The course will be
taught on an intro-ductory college level. AP United States History will consist of frequent outside
readings, essay tests, two term papers, as well as both written and oral seminar reports. The emphasis
of the course will be an analyti- cal view of past events as they apply to America today. Students can also
opt to take this class as a College in High School course through the University of Pittsburgh to earn
additional college credits.

Political Science & Economics: Grade 10–12
This course is a comprehensive study of the national government focusing on the history of the
American Government, the U.S. Constitution (the Six Basic Principles uponwhich the Constitution was
built), and the powers of Congress, the President, and the Supreme Court. State and local governments
will be covered and compared/contrasted with the national government. Economics will be
incorporated while focusing on the concept of “Globalization” and how any global economy can impact
the American economy. Concepts included in this introduction to Economics will include scarcity,
marginal costs/benefits, allocation of goods and services, markets (price and quantity determination)
and the role of price/competition/money.

Sociology: Grades 10–12
This is an introduction to the study of groups of people along with a survey of the criminal justice
system; its processes, and its importance to the student. Emphasis is placed on the value and
responsibility of the individual as amember of society.
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World Conflict: Grades 10–12
In this course students will examine historical patterns and trends that lead to world conflict through
project-based learning opportunities. This course will examine the following categories of conflict
including geographical, political, cultural, religious, and economic conflicts. Themes examined include;
Genocide, Terrorism, Challenge of NuclearWeapons, Middle East Issues, Immigration and US Policy
debate, andQuestions of Justice.

Psychology: Grades 10–12
This is an introductory course of the study of individual behavior. Course content will include
specialized units such asmotivation, emotion, memory, problem solving, cognition and sensory
processes. Developmental, educational, and abnormal psychology are included in this course.

APPsychology: Grades 11–12 Recommendation: Psychology
Why do humans act the waywe do in any given situation?What is more important in a child’s upbringing;
nature or nurture? Do humans have ESP? How accurate is a lie detector test?Why dowe dream?How
does the brain control different parts of the body? Canwe condition fear and emotion into a person?
What is the criteria for having amental disorder?What researchmethods do psychologists use to
answer these questions? These are all examples of themany questions that will be addressed throughout
Advanced Placement Psychology. Students will examine both historic and contemporary studies on
human behavior and the structure of themind. AP Psychology is a class that will require frequent writing
assignments, research projects, note taking, tests and quizzes with an essay component, and frequent
independent or groupwork. AP Psychology introduces and investigates major ideas and concepts
equivalent to an introductory college level course. The course is designed to introduce students to the
systematic and scientific study of the behavior andmental processes of human beings and other animals.
Course content ranges from biological processes of the human body to specific psychological disorders.
Students will acquire a greater apprecia- tion for their own human experience by thinking critically and
challenging their own perceptions and beliefs. Students completing this coursemust take the AP Exam.

CHSWestern Civilization 2: Grades 11 & 12
This is an introductory-level course inWestern EuropeanHistory that handles topics from the Scientific
Revolution to the ColdWar. It provides a framework for those whowill continue in the study of History,
and it provides an overview for those seeking to fulfill “General Education” requirements. This course
will introducemajor questions of historical process and it will emphasize chronological, comparative,
and contextual reasoning and the construction of original arguments grounded in historical evidence.
This coursemay be taken as a College in High School (CHS) course. Students must inform the instructor
and pay the appropriate fee for the credits. Students can also opt to take the AP EuropeanHistory exam
in an attempt to earn additional college credits.

Wellness (Health/Physical Education)
Wellness 9–12
The programs developed by theWellness department are to help the students meet their everyday
physical and recreational needs. Students will learn basic movement skills and essential knowledge
regarding the relation of physical activity to physical, mental, emotional, and social development.
Students will participate in many activities related to Team Sports, Lifetime Sports, Fitness, and
Recreational Games. Health for grades 9 & 11 are integrated into theWellness 9 andWellness 11
courses.
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World Languages
Spanish 1: Grades 9–12
Level 1 introduces students to Spanish language and culture to the student through listening, speaking,
reading, andwriting. Major emphasis is placed on developing an understanding of basic language
structure (giving the student a foundation for later language study), while introducing basic vocabulary,
common idiomatic expressions, grammar, and pronunciation practice.

Spanish 2: Grades 9–12 Prerequisite: Spanish 1
Level 2 continues developing and strengthening the four language skills - listening, speaking, reading,
andwriting. This is done through grammatical analysis, written and oral exercises, and understanding
customs and culture from the Hispanic world. Major emphasis is placed on the application of the four
skills so that theymay be able to express themselves in Spanish in various situations.

Spanish 3: Grades 9–12 Prerequisite: Spanish 2
Level 3 focuses on individualized student development leading toward confident self-expression in all
phases of the language. The four language skills - listening, speaking, reading, andwriting are
strengthened through the reading of edited works andmagazine articles, the writing of summaries and
reactions, oral reports and presentations, conversations based on class readings and listening to native
speakers. The student will determine language deficiencies and refine language ability with grammatical
analysis and exercises.

Spanish 4: Grades 10–12 Prerequisite: Spanish 3
Spanish 4 is designed for the development of upper level grammatical structures and vocabulary that
will propel students into closer fluency. Students will be expected to write, read, speak, and listen in
the target language at all times during the class. Information will be adapted to the desired content of
those taking the course with an in-depth discovery of the Spanish language. Students will be given
tasks of conducting discussions with native speakers, writing short stories in the Spanish language,
andmore. This challenging course will build confidence the students will need to comfortably
communicate in the Spanish language.

German 1: Grades 9-12
Level 1 introduces students to German language and culture to the student through listening, speaking,
reading, andwriting. Major emphasis is placed on developing an understanding of basic language
structure (giving the student a foundation for later language study), while introducing basic vocabulary,
common idiomatic expressions, grammar, and pronunciation practice.

German 2: Grades 9-12 Prerequisite: German 1
Level 2 continues developing and strengthening the four language skills - listening, speaking, reading,
andwriting. This is done through grammatical analysis, written and oral exercises, and understanding
customs and culture from the Germanworld. Major emphasis is placed on the application of the four
skills so that theymay be able to express themselves in German in various situations.

German 3: Grades 9-12 Prerequisite: German 2
Level 3 further continues the development and strengthening of the four language skills - listening,
speak- ing, reading, andwriting. This is extensively done through grammatical analysis, written and oral
exercises, and understanding customs and culture from the Germanworld. Evenmore emphasis is
placed on the application of the four skills so that theymay be able to express themselves fluently in
German in various situations.
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German 4: Grades 10–12 Prerequisite: German 3
German 4 is designed for the development of upper level grammatical structures and vocabulary that
will propel students into closer fluency. Students will be expected to write, read, speak, and listen in
the target language at all times during the class. Information will be adapted to the desired content of
those taking the course with an in-depth discovery of the German language. Students will be given
tasks of conducting discussions with native speakers, writing short stories in the Spanish language,
andmore. This challenging course will build confidence the students will need to comfortably
communicate in the German language.

Admission Procedures
Students for theWestern Area Career and Technology Center are selected on the basis of interest,
ability, aptitude, and parental approval. Students must file an application with the School Counselor for
consideration. To enterWACTC, a student must pass all four requiredmajor subjects in the previous
school year or remediate any failed subjects in summer school. Caremust be taken to ensure that all
curriculum requirements for graduation aremet. Continuation in the program is contingent upon
regular attendance as well as satisfactory performance in the program.

Automation and Robotics Engineering: Grades 10–12
This three-year program prepares tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grade students for work in industry or
continued education in engineering-related fields by focusing on all aspects of industrial and
commercial machines and robotics. The program includes design activities and instruction in
operation, set-up, maintenance, troubleshooting, and repair of machines and systems found in
commercial, packaging, medical, and food production facilities where high tech equipment is used.
Curriculum and instruction include the areas of Electricity, Electronics, Sensor Technology, Machine
Operations andMaintenance, Industrial Electronics, ComputerMachine Controls, Machine Repair,
Motors and Control Applied Physics, Fluid Power, Mechanical Components, Schematic Interpretation
andQuality Control. Students are trained on awide variety of tools for preventativemaintenance and
construction of equipment. Individuals entering this career should pos- sess goodmechanical aptitude,
eye-hand coordination, math skills, manual dexterity, critical thinking skills, and the ability to work as a
teammember.

AutomotiveMechanics: Grades 10–12
The three-year AutomotiveMechanics program is for tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grade students. This
programwill prepare students for employment in the auto repair industry working with parts, tune-ups,
brakes, transmissions, electrical and fuel systems. The programwill also assist in the diagnosis and
repair of various drivability conditions and routine vehicle maintenance.

Carpentry: Grades 10–12
This three-year program prepares tenth, eleventh, and twelfth graders for all phases of residential
carpentry. The course is taught in sequence with the construction of a house. Site layout, footer layout
and forming, rough framing, exterior finish and roofing, insulation, drywall and interior finish are
covered. Each unit is taught in conjunction with related safety, estimating and blueprint reading.
Completers achieve skills needed to attain employment as a carpenter.
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Collision Repair Technology: Grades 10–12
Through theory and related hands-on classroom instruction, students in this programwill learn the
latest techniques in fivemajor topics. Upon completion, students will take the Automotive Service
Excellence (A.S.E.) certification exam and theMartin Senour Paint certification exam along with Lords
Fusor Adhesives certification exam.

Computer Networking: Grades 10–12
This three-year program provides tenth, eleventh, and twelfth graders withmeaningful training toward
a career and/or further study in the rapidly expanding occupational area through gainful, positive
experiences whether or not they are coming from districts having their own networking programs. This
program provides information and hands-on activity leading to certifications such as Cisco, Microsoft
Certified Engineer, A+ and others. Networking topics include Software, Hardware, Operating Systems,
Installation and Solutions.

Cosmetology: Grades 10–12
Cosmetology is a three-year course for tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grade students. The course will be
operated by theWestern ACTC under the regulations of the State Board of Cosmetology. Students with
regular attendance will receive the required 1250 hours of training needed to take the State Board
exams for licensing.

Culinary Arts: Grades 10–12
Instruction includes theory and applications related to food preparation, menu and banquet planning,
food and beverage purchasing, quality control, cost analysis, safety and sanitation. Students learn the
safe and proper use of hand tools in the industry. Program components include Commercial Baking,
Catering, Regional and International Foods, Meat Cutting, CookingMethods, Nutrition, Safety and
Sanitation. Program completion qualifies students for positions in the food service industry or advanced
study at a culinary institute or college. The culinary program includes hospitality coursework providing
practical experiences in lodgingmanagement, office operation, leadership andmanagement; marketing,
food and beverage service; and operation of the physical plant.

Electrical Occupations: Grades 10–12
This three-year program prepares tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grade students for employment in the
fields of residential, commercial and industrial wiring, installation andmaintenance of equipment
including electrical motors, transformers, control systems, communications systems, fiber optics and
related equipment. Completers of the three-year course receiveWest PennWire CDT (fiber optics)
certification.

Emergency & Protective Services: Grades 10–12
This course provides three years of classroom and practical experience for entrance into the field of
public safety via in-depth training to perform duties as a police officer, fire fighter, emergencymedical
technician and other public safety-related careers. The application of math, English, communications,
science and physics is demonstrated throughout the course. Students receive training in social and
psychological skills, vehicle and equipment operations, the judicial system, pre-hospital emergency
medical crew, fire prevention and control, hazardousmaterials and emergencymanagement.

Health Assistant: Grades 10–12
This course prepares students for careers in the health field. Students are provided clinical experiences
in long-term care facilities to enhance the learning experience and assist in the transition to
employment. Core curriculum includes anOverview of Health Careers, Basic Anatomy and Physiology,
Medical Terminology, Basic Nursing procedures, Universal Precautions, Legal and Ethical Aspects of
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Health Care and Communication Skills. Students are also provided instruction to qualify them for
certification in CPR and CNA.

Heating, Ventilation, & Air Conditioning: Grades 10–12
This three-year program prepares tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grade students preparing them for
employ- ment to assist themechanic in the servicing and installation of residential and commercial
heating and cooling systems. Students are also prepared for the EPA certification exam for safe
refrigerant handling.

Machine Shop: Grades 10–12
This three-year course provides tenth, eleventh, and twelfth graders the skills needed for entry into the
machining field through basic hands-onmachining practice on lathes, milling machines and grinders.
Topics include set-up, tool selection andmethods used on variousmaterials such as steel, aluminum and
brass. Computer-part programming andmachine operation are also included in the training.

Masonry: Grades 10–12
This three-year instructional program for tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grade students prepares them in
brick, block, stone, concrete, tuck pointing and artificial stone construction. Students learn the types
and sizes of masonrymaterials, various applications for materials, blueprint reading, masonry symbols,
use of measuring instruments, leveling instruments, layout and design, bonds, hand tools, masonry
equipment, mortar mix- ing, concretemixing, estimation, practical problems inmathematics,
preparation of material lists, masonry saw, tile saw, 14” dry cut saw, hammer drill, demolition, fireplaces,
chimneys, barbecue fireplace, steps, walls, scaffold construction, etc.

Welding: Grades 10–12
Prepares students in oxy-fuel, shieldedmetal arc, gas metal arc, gas tungsten arc, flux core welding,
carbon arc, plasma cutting, manual and radiograph cutting and oxy-fuel brazing processes. Tenth,
eleventh, and twelfth grade students learn the use of measuring instruments, hand tools, portable
grinders, metallurgy, blueprint reading, electrical principles, layout and design, fabrication, practical
problems inmath, prepara- tion of material lists, cost estimating and quality assurancemethods.
Successful students will be given the opportunity to earn AWS certifications.

Cooperative Education: Grades 11–12
Cooperative Education (Co-op) is an educational work experience for students to relate classroom
experience with real world employment. It is available to vocational students in all provided specialized
areas atWACTC. Students connect classroom learning with work-based learning experiences that
teaches employability skills and supports supervised on-the-job training. Co-op provides students an
opportunity to work with employers, educators, community leaders, other students and parents. It
prepares students for the “real world”. This program enables students with specific career objectives
matchedwith related paid employment experiences while they attend planned periods of related
classroom theory during school.

Registered Youth Apprenticeship Program: Grades 11–12
The Youth Apprenticeship Program is an all-inclusive educational program offered entirely atWestern
Area CTC for students in their junior and senior years of high school. Students receive a comprehensive
education, which includes academic course requirements and technical training. Four apprenticeship
programs are available: Manufacturing, Automotive Technology, Food Services, and Health-Related:
Medical Secretary andMedical Record Technician. Students also receive technical training at a job site.
This site gives the student the ability to apply skills and knowledge learned atWestern Area CTC as well
as to learn and reinforce skills needed to compete in the real work world.
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Admission Procedures
Students for the ParkwayWest Career and Technology Center are selected on the basis of interest,
ability, aptitude, and parental approval. Students must file an application with the School Counselor for
consideration. To enter PWCTC, a student must pass all four requiredmajor subjects in the previous
school year or remediate any failed subjects in summer school. Caremust be taken to ensure that all
curriculum requirements for graduation aremet. Continuation in the program is contingent upon regular
attendance as well as satisfactory performance in the program.

Diesel Technology: Grades 9–12
Diesel Technology is part of every aspect of today’s transportation, construction, andmanufacturing
industries. In Diesel Technology, students will learn about the operation, maintenance, and overhaul of
diesel powered equipment. Diesel engines are found inmilitary vehicles, trucks, trains, buses,
construction and agricultural equipment. As the diesel equipment industry expands, the demand for
mechanics and technicians to repair andmaintain diesel equipment will continue to grow. Students will
learn the fundamentals of hydraulics and have the opportunity to earn an Air Conditioning Recovery
Certification. Students can earn certifications from the National Institute for Automotive Service
Excellence (ASE), Refrigeration 609, Class I & III State Inspection, Forklift Operations.

Graphic Arts and Production Technology: Grades 9–12
Graphic Arts & Production Technology is an instructional program that prepares individuals to apply
technical knowledge and skills to plan, prepare and execute commercial and industrial visual image and
print products usingmechanical and digital graphic and printing equipment. Students learn desktop
publishing, layout, composition, digital printing and bindery as well as photography and other graphic
arts techniques. Emphasis is on typographical layout and design using computer graphics, digital
printing, bindery and finishing techniques, ink and color preparation. Students will also learn large
format digital printing with application of a wide variety of output and vinyl applications including heat
press and apparel design.

Nail Technician: Grade 12
This license requires 200 hours of instruction and can be completed within one year. An individual
holding a nail technician license is qualified to perform nail technology services only.

PowerMotorsports: Grades 9–12
PowerMotorsports Technology teaches students to diagnose, maintain and repair utility vehicles,
all-terrain vehicles, including side-by-sides, motorcycles, water crafts as well as outdoor power
machines, including lawn and garden equipment. Students will learn the principles of engine operation,
understand basic elec- tricity, service andmaintain fuel and carburetor systems, transmissions, and
powertrain systems used on various types of recreational and lawn & garden equipment. Students may
have the opportunity to earn the following certifications: PA Emissions Certification; S/P2, OSHA 10.

Veterinary Technology: Grades 9–12
Students will learn to keepmedical records, schedule appointments, offer client education, practice
laboratory procedures, assist with nursing duties, prepare animals for surgeries, and assist during
routine physical exams. Students will also gain a solid educational base onwhich to build a
post-secondary degree. This pro- grammay lead to additional career pathways such as Animal Trainer,
Veterinary Assistant, Kennel Assistant, Research Assistant, Groomers, Animal ControlWorkers,
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Veterinary Technician, Veterinary Technologist and Veterinarian. Students may earn the following
certifications: NAVTA, OSHA 10 Agriculture, OSHA 10Health- care, Pet Tech First Aid and CPR.

Scheduling Timeline for 2024–25

Date Item

January 19, 2024 Scheduling Sheets distributed to Grades 8–11.

February 2, 2024 Signed Scheduling Sheets due to School Counselors.

February 5–
March 1, 2024

School Counselors meet with students/parents entering grades 9–12.
Parents interested in participating in their child’s schedulingmeeting should schedule
an appointment using their counselor’s respective link in the eBlast sent by Feb. 9th.
Appointments may be face-to-face, virtual (via GoogleMeet), or on the phone.

June 6, 2024 2024–25 schedules distributed to students.

August 16, 2024 Final day tomake adjustments to 2024–25 schedule for returning FC students.
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Administrative/Counseling Teams
Phone: 724-796-1551
District Administration
Name Role Extension E-mail

Mr. Thomas J. Samosky Superintendent x2421 tsamosky@fortcherry.org

Dr. Eric J. Lauver Director of Pupil Services x2328 elauver@fortcherry.org

Mrs. Mary Burford BusinessManager x2420 mburford@fortcherry.org

Building Administration
Name Role Extension E-mail

Dr. Trisha A.V. Craig Principal x2330 tcraig@fortcherry.org

Mrs. Lauren Cieply Student Services Coordinator x2366 lcieply@fortcherry.org

School Counseling Team
Name Role Extension E-mail

Mrs. ErinWilson School Counselor (Grades 7–9) x2339 ewilson@fortcherry.org

Ms. ReganMcGlennon School Counselor (Grades 10–12) x2340 rmcglennon@fortcherry.org

Mission/Vision
Mission
Themission of the Fort Cherry School District is to create a learning community
committed to providing our students with the skills, knowledge, and opportunities to be
productive and successful citizens in a global society.

Vision
The vision of the Fort Cherry School District is to establish a collaborative community
sup- porting, engaging, and challenging our students to develop a life-long quest for
knowledge and success.

Web: https://www.fortcherry.org/
Twitter: @FCSDInfo

Facebook: facebook.com/FCSDRANGERS
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